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S ometimes we don’t know what to say. I remember when a friend passed away suddenly. 

People sought to comfort her husband and 13-year-old daughter. They searched for 

words—things that sounded churchy, words they even thought must be in the Bible. Her 

daughter was told, “Everything happens for a reason,” and “God needed your mom for his 

angel choir.” These words, of course, were offered in an effort to bring comfort. But they 

didn’t, they actually caused more pain and questions.  
 

The Bible doesn’t say that “everything happens for a 

reason” — that’s something we might say to find meaning in 

an awful situation. There are many colloquial sayings that we 

assume originate in the Bible. They seem biblical. But 

usually, they aren’t. In our February worship, we will look at 

some of these sayings, unpack them, and suggest some 

alternatives.  
 

I hope you’ll join us as we grow in faith together. 
 

Faithfully, 

 

 

 
 

That’s Not in the Bible?? 

February 9 Everything Happens for a Reason 

February 16 God Never Gives You More than You Can Handle 

February 23 God Helps Those Who Help Themselves  

Noisy Offering 

A reminder that our loose change offerings are now happening the first Sunday of the 

month. These “Noisy Offerings” are collected by our children and go to help a variety of 

missions throughout the year. Our February Noisy Offering goes to UMCOR (the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief) which supports programs that fight hunger and poverty, 

assist the displaced, and respond to disasters. 



Gleaners Food Bank 
Mission Day—Saturday, February 29 

 

Meet at Orchard at 12:30 to drive over to Gleaners 
and help sort food to feed hungry neighbors. Please 
wear closed toed shoes. There are only 40 spots 
available—sign up at the Welcome Desk to indicate 
your interest. NOTE: All Gleaners volunteers will 
need a VolunteerHub account for event registration 
and check-in. If you already have a VolunteerHub account, 
you can sign in online to sign up! If you need to create an 
account and sign up for the event, please go to 
http://orchardunitedmethodistchurch.gcfb.volunteerhub.com/  

 
 

Missions Collection Box 
 

Ever wonder what the missions collection is for this 
month? Wonder no more! Pick up your green giving 
bag in the narthex—it lists each monthly collection. 
Take it to the store when you shop and then bring it 
back and drop it right into the missions collection 
box. No need to empty the bag, just take a new 
one. In February we are collecting toilet paper 

(preferably smaller packages of 4-6 rolls) for Farmington 
CARES. Why monthly missions collections? In response to 
requests for a monthly missions collection, the Missions 
Team has put these collections together for those looking for 
mission giving opportunities. 

Finance Update 

W e ended the year strong and are grateful for your generosity.  

 2019 Expenses: $719,247 

 2019 Income: $713,504 
 

Through your generosity we were able to meet all our commitments. 

Thank you for giving to Orchard. 

Generosity Challenge Update 

A s of January 5, 2020, we have received 161 pledges for a total of 

$525,041. We are projecting revenue of $682,790 which includes 

non-pledged giving, interest, and rent as well as the pledges. Our 

budgeted expenses have increased from last year to $769,391. The 

increase is due to a few changes in denominational giving and staffing 

(including staff cost of living raises). While we understand there is a gap, 

we are taking a step in faith, and through prayer, we are placing our 

trust in God and in the generosity of Orchard to bridge the gap and grow 

our ministry. 

I have begun to think of  life as 
a series of ripples widening out 

from an original center. 
Seamus Heaney 

Jesus, be the center 
be my source, be my light, 

be my guide... 

First Mondays 
A Women’s Ministry 

 

First Mondays is a women’s 
ministry where women 
gather to discuss life, 
philosophy, and faith. It 
meets monthly on—you 
guessed it—the first 
Mondays. February 3 is this 
month’s meeting at Craft 
Breww City at 27843 
Orchard Lake Rd. in 
Farmington Hills. 
 

Questions? Contact Jodi 
Lloyd by email or call 
248.563.9522. 

Wednesday Morning 

Women’s Bible Study 
9:30-11 am, Parlor 

 

The women’s study on 
Wednesday mornings will 
focus on “The Faithful, 
Heroes of the Old 
Testament.” Join us in the 
parlor on February 5, 12 & 
26. On February 19, the 
women will volunteer at 
Cass. 

 

Contact Rowena Adamowski  
for more information.  

 

Pub Theology 

A Men’s Ministry 
 

Our popular men’s only 
ministry meets on the 2nd  
and 4th Thursdays at 8 pm 
for discussions of our faith 
backgrounds and our beliefs. 
  

Pub Theology will meet on 
February 13 and 27 at Craft 
Breww City at 27843 
Orchard Lake Rd. in 
Farmington Hills (the corner 
of Orchard Lake & 12 Mile).  

 

For more information  
contact Pastor Nick. 

 

Friends of 

Thomas 

February 25 @ 7 pm 
 

Faith isn’t always easy,  
and yet we strive to discern 
and understand so that we 
can be in meaningful 
relationship with God. Join 
us February 25 at 7 pm in 
Room 200 for conversation 
around how God does or 
does not interact in the 
world and in our daily lives.  
 

All are welcome. 
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Together as Orchard United Methodist Church,  

we are transforming the world by growing in faith, 

serving others, and sharing Jesus. 

http://orchardunitedmethodistchurch.gcfb.volunteerhub.com/
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mailto:rowenakay@sbcglobal.net
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Returns February 12 to March 25 
Dinner from 5:30-6:30; programming starts at 6:30 

 
 5:15 Kids' Handbell Choir 
 5:30-6:30 Dinner is available in the Ministry Activity Center 
 6:30   All classes and activities start 
 

W ednesday nights are a great time to be together at Orchard! We share in music programs (children, 
youth, and adults), learning, missions, and lots of opportunities to laugh and talk and just be together! 

We offer a variety of classes, activities, and programs for all ages. Dinner is comfort food meals and served 
from 5:30-6:30. Dinners are $5/person; $3 for children 3-8; $20 family max.  
 
 

Opportunities to Grow in Faith 

This session we are offering two different ways to grow in faith. We are excited to offer stand-alone 
programs in Rooms 200-202 for the first two weeks before Ash Wednesday and then we’ll join together in 
our Lenten study of Everybody, Always as it’s offered on Wednesday nights and other days and times 
during Lent (see description below—class schedules to follow). 
 
February 12 Come and learn about CARES of Farmington Hills from speaker Todd Lipa. The mission  
 of CARES is to offer comprehensive support services for individuals and their families in 
 and around the Farmington Hills area that are in need or have limited access to everyday  
 support in the areas of food, clothing, job education and training as well as access to  
 other community and county support services—all on one campus. 
 
February 19 Rev. Erin Fitzgerald from St. Paul’s UMC in Rochester will be speaking on “Strength 
 Finders,” on finding your strengths and how to use them in life and church life.  
 
 

Come and enjoy  

Everybody Always 

Small Groups to Start in Lent 
 

This year our Lenten topic is: “Be Love: Everybody Always.” Based on the book Everybody Always by Bob Goff, we 
will explore how to become love in a world full of setbacks and difficult people. We are very excited to launch our 
new small group ministry with this wonderful theme. If you are interested in leading a small group, please contact 
Lesley Bonsky or Sheri Hicks. Small group registration will begin mid February. Everybody Always is available at 
amazon.com or you can pre-order and pay for a book at the Welcome Desk. 
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February Happening Highlights 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
 that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

Marriage Nights are times to come together with your spouse to focus on 
your marriage, have some fun, and remember why you love each other.  
Those who have been married a few months to 50+ years are invited.   
 

Upcoming Marriage Nights dates are Saturday, February 1 and Saturday, 
February 29 from 7-9 pm. There is no childcare on Marriage Nights 
because we encourage you to go out with your spouse afterwards. Please 
sign up at the Welcome Desk or to Pastor Amy five days before each 
event.  

Living & Thriving 
Next Meeting is Friday, February 14 @ 1:00 pm 

 

Living & Thriving is a support group ministry of Orchard United Methodist Church 
that meets on the 2nd Friday of each month in the church parlor. Many people with 
chronic health problems hesitate to talk to those around them about how these 
problems affect their daily lives—“don’t want to burden them,” “they really can’t 
understand,” “I don’t want to be complaining all the time,” etc.  Yet these health 
issues have an impact on our daily lives and Living and Thriving is the place to share 
these thoughts and feelings with each other—with people who DO understand, and 
don’t regard it as “complaining,” and welcome anyone who needs to “vent” about 
the daily build-up of difficulties. Join us! Let’s talk! 

Books Over Lunch 
Wednesday, February 12 @ Noon 

Join us Wednesday, February 12 from Noon to 1:30 pm in the parlor as we discuss 
this month’s book, A Piece of the World: A Novel by Christina Baker Kline. Pack a 
lunch, bring a beverage, and come join this group of book enthusiasts. New people 
are always welcome! If there isn’t time to finish—or even start—the book, please 
come anyway. For additional information please contact Nancy Howland at 
404.660.9015 or by email. 

 

Are You a Fun-Loving Funtastik? 
 

If you’re a senior interested in fun and fellowship with others, you just might be a Funtastik! We invite you to join 
us for our monthly outings usually consisting of a meal and a program or field trip.  
 

On February 13, the Funtastiks will meet at Orchard at 11:30 am for “Lunch and a 
Movie.” Bring your own lunch and we’ll provide the beverage and a special 
Valentines’ treat. The movie will be Somewhere in Time filmed on Mackinac Island. 
Sign up in the church office or see Linda Hall for more information. 
 

Looking ahead: March will be a Lunch and Game Day (March 19 at 11:30 am). On 
Sunday, April 26 (or Sunday, May 3 depending on ticket availability), we’ll go see 
Mary Poppins at the Farmington Players Barn, 2 pm matinee. Our own Jantz Black 
will be in the production! We’ll want to get our tickets early, so let Linda know if 
you’d like to go.  

LAF Goes to the Farmington Players Barn 
Friday, February 21 @ 8 pm 

 

Our LAF (Life After Fifty) group has 20 tickets set aside for the Friday, February 
21, showing of Unnecessary Farce, a comedy featuring “2 Cops. 3 Crooks. 8 
Doors.” Tickets are listed at $16 or $18; (we’re waiting for group rate 
information). There’s a possibility that a dinner beforehand will be planned. If 
you’re interested in joining in the “LAFter,” contact Donna Young as soon as you 
can. 
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O nce again, we wish to extend our sincere thanks to Betsy Stanis and all the volunteers who helped create a lovely 

Christmas atmosphere here at Orchard through their decorating and un-decorating efforts.   

Looking Ahead to March... 

Be a Part of the Puzzle at Wood Creek Elementary School 
“Take Action Day” on Friday, March 27 

 

On Friday, March 27, Orchard UMC will be spending the day with Wood Creek Elementary as we put on a special day for 
the kids called “We All Fit Together—I Belong!” Using puzzle imagery we will do activities to help kids realize that they fit 
in, that they have something to share, that they can make a difference. Kids will spend time in team building and service 
projects. A planning team comprised of people from Orchard and Wood Creek have planned a wonderful day. We need 
you! Many volunteers will be needed to complete the puzzle and make this a great day. Please volunteer to spend the day 
with Wood Creek students on March 27 from 8 am-4 pm. Watch for a sign up sheet at the Welcome Desk. Questions? 
Contact Pastor Amy, Linda Hall, Colleen Aben, or Kelly Sheckell. 

NEW DATE! Chili Cook-Off & Games 
SUNDAY, February 23 @ 12:30 pm 

 

C hilly outside? Chili inside! Come get out of the cold and enjoy an 
afternoon of tasting all kinds of tasty chili and playing all kinds of board 

games. Prizes for the top three winners! Eating and voting will take place 
starting at 12:30 with winners announced at 1:30 pm. If you think you 
have an award-winning chili, sign up at the display near the Welcome Desk. 

Women’s Retreat 2020 
March 6-8 in Perrysburg, Ohio 

 

The 2020 Women’s Retreat is just around the corner! Join us 
in Perrysburg, Ohio for “Igniting Your Fierce” March 6-8, 
2020. Using the book Be Bold: Embracing Your Fierce by 
Rev. Rachel Billups, we will explore how scripture encour-
ages us to be bold in faith and friendship.  We’ll have times 

for fun and creativity, there will be 
laughter and good food.  Please sign 
up on Sunday mornings—see the 
Women’s Retreat team for flyers and 
registration.  Scholarships available 
(contact Pastor Amy). See Lesley 
Bonsky or Sheri Hicks to learn more. Igniting Your Fierce 

Women’s Retreat 

Saturday, March 14  
 

Join us for an elegant evening that includes a delicious 
Italian candlelight dinner prepared and served by our 
youth, and entertainment provided by our talented 
youth. This dinner supports our youth mission trip. 
Tickets go on sale soon! Childcare will be provided 
with a pizza dinner for kids. 

  

More details to come in the March Harvester! 

Save the Date 
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Kids and Youth 

We are mixing it up in Sunday School!  
 

O ur 4th and 5th graders have an amazing opportunity to begin a program focusing on 
God and the Family. Led by Marianne Rinker and Suzanne Kosiba, the PRAY 

organization has a publication that stresses the integration of family and spirituality while 
being sensitive to the fact that all families are different. Each Sunday School session will 
include scripture, discussion, and crafting. Students can earn a “Duty to God and You” 
patch or pin—both Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts recognize this program for merits. 
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A Super Sunday for Feeding the Hungry 
Sunday, February 2 

 

T he first Sunday of February has become a Super Sunday of tradition for Orchard’s youth in mission. Not just because 

there’s a football game—but because our youth join together with groups all over the country to raise money to feed 

the homeless in our local areas. Nationally, we raise over $7M each year that goes directly to feed the hungry in our own 

communities. How do the youth of Orchard participate? 

Super Sub Sale Our Senior High youth 

will be making subs to order that can be 

picked up immediately after the worship 

service that day (order forms available 

on Sunday mornings). We take the 

profits from this sale and use them to  

help others during the summer. When 

you enjoy a delicious sub on Super Bowl 

Sunday, you’ll also be helping others in need this summer!  

Soup Pot Collections  Our Junior High youth will be 

standing outside the sanctuary doors after the worship 

service on February 2 collecting loose change donations 

which will be distributed to agencies that provide hunger 

relief in our area. Have your change ready to help change a 

life! 

 

 

What time is it? It’s BIBLE time!  
Sunday, February 9 @ 11 am service 

 
February is here which means we get to give our third 
graders Bibles! Our third graders will be receiving Bibles from 
the church on Sunday, February 9, during the 11 am worship 
service. Before that, the children and their Bible Buddies will 
have breakfast in Fellowship Hall at 10 am.  
 

If you have a 3rd-6th grade student who has not yet received 
a Bible from the church, please let Colleen Aben know before 
that date. Also let Colleen know if you’d like to be a Bible 
Buddy by signing up at the Welcome Desk.  

For 2nd & 3rd graders! 
Begins February 23 @ 10 am 

Bible Basics, a Bible exploration class, will be 
starting on February 23 at 10 am for our 2nd and 
3rd graders. The children will learn how to use and 
love their Bibles. 

Kids’ Bells resumes on Wednesday, February 12 @ 5:15—see Jantz Black, Director of Music Ministries for more info. 

Interested in hearing about this year’s Vacation Bible School? 
 

Tur first informational VBS meeting is Sunday, February 16 after the second service. This meeting will not commit you to 
volunteering, but it surely will get you excited to be part of this amazing outreach. If you are interested in finding out 
more, contact Kristen Tesauro, VBS Coordinator. VBS is June 22-June 26, 2020. 

mailto:colleenaben@orchardumc.org
mailto:kristentesauro@orchardumc.org


 

We Remember… 
 

Kim Rogers’ mother, Barbara Rogers 
   (November 18, 2019) 
 

Teresa Bowers’ mother, Delores Ehlers 
   (November 28, 2019) 
 

Linda Noble’s brother, Porter Redman 
   (December 16, 2019) 
 

Mari Anne Wilcox’s grandmother,  
 Sylvia “GG” Judd (January 8, 2020) 
 

Angela Smith-Huston’s mother, 
 Bonnie Steele (January 12, 2020) 
 

Rob Wilcox’s step-mother,  
 Louise Wilcox (January 14, 2020) 
 
We Give Thanks… 
 

I have just reread all of my birthday cards 
received this past November 22nd. I remain 
in awe at the lovely cards and personal 
messages I received from Orchard members. 
I would be remiss if I didn't pass on a heart-
felt "thank-you", and say there were way too 
many Best Wishes for just 1 day. So, if it's 
okay with you, the remainder are being 
sprinkled over my "next year"! Hugs, 

Nancy Haight 
 

Words cannot fully express our gratitude for 
the countless gifts of love you showered over 
us this Christmas season. The candies, 
flowers, cookies, gift baskets, coffees and 
your very generous “Christmas purse” gifts 
were so appreciated. We all agree that 
working at Orchard is a priceless gift in itself 
and we are so grateful for your love, your 
support, your prayers, and your generosity. 

The Orchard Staff 

We Pray For…  
 

Kristen Ahern and her partner, 
 Michael 

Alberys’ friends, Scott and Karen 
 Isgrigg 
Mary Ammerman 
The people of Australia 

Rev. Paul Blomquist 
Robin Boeck 
Teresa Bowers 
Sandy Cagle’s mother, Ruth Cagle,  
 and her cousin, Debbie 
 Newberry 
The family of Chris Chapman’s 
 Uncle John Marini 
The Clarks’ friend, Charlene 

Mary Clark's cousin, and her  
 brother’s stepdaughter 
Nelson Clark, Jr. 
Judy Doring 
Rob Goudeseune’s friends, the family 
 and friends of Julie Bulmer 
 Sutherland 
Jeanie Graham’s sister,  

 Valerie Nelsen 
The family and friends of  
 Jerry Grodsky 
Tracey Hammaren’s friend, 
 Beth Mullis 
Halls’ friend, Cindy Keleman 
 and her family 
Adreena Harley’s cousin, Louise 
For Melissa Harrison's nephew, 
 Bryan Daniels 
Allison Harrison’s great-grandmother,  
 Harriet Dart 

David Hogg’s uncle, John Feldcamp 
David Hogg and family 
Kosibas’ Grandma Pat 
 

Carol Kramer’s friend 
Tim Kramer 
Lynne Lehmann’s daughter, Darcie 
 and Randy Cohn and family 
Jodi Lloyd's father and Kathy's husband, 
 David Groenewold 
Hilary Mahon’s friend’s grandson, 
 Owen Sullivan 
Mary Manier's friends, Libby and John 
Abigail Masters' father 
Melinda McKay 
Barbara Orchard 
Nancy Passfield’s grandson, 
 Taylor Janssen 
The people of Puerto Rico 
Bernie Rish 
Betsy Stanis' friend Therese,  
 her mother, and her family 
Heather Strang’s daughter 

 and her family 
Susan and Charley Stone’s friend, 
 Charles Riffle 
Mary Ann Trenkle’s friend,  

 Christine Devine 
The Wilcox’s family and friends, 
 Diane Nelson, Dawn and Kayla  
 Patterson, Judi Doring 

Rob Wilcox's father, Bob Wilcox 
Mari Anne Wilcox and family  

We Celebrate... 

The baptism of Athena Mariah Bryan, born 
June 6, 2019 to Shauna and Ricardo 
Bryan. Athena’s grandparents are Nancy 
Kumar, Narender Kumar, and Millicent 
Bryan and Derrick Bryan. Her great-
grandparents are Parmanand and Savitry 
Vashisht, Mary and Jay Morgan, Hiacinth 
and Frank Sharp, and Rebecca and Allan 
Bryan. Mariah’s godparents are Charlotte 
Kumar and Andrew Peaters. 

In the life of Orchard, we believe in the power of prayer. 
Join us in intercession, thanksgiving, celebration, and remembrance.  

Let us pray... 
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In the Life of Orchard 
December 2019 and January 2020 were full of laughs, worship, and moments of joy! 



Orchard United Methodist Church 

30450 Farmington Road 

Farmington Hills MI 48334-1939 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Orchard Harvester is the newsletter of Orchard United Methodist Church.  
The March 2020 Harvester deadline is February 18, 2020. 

E-mail articles may be directed to Linda Hall, Editor, at or Deanna Kohl. 
 

Pastors: Rev. Amy Mayo-Moyle and Rev. Nick Bonsky 
Worship Services at 9 & 11 am; Sunday School at 10 am 

 

 Phone 248.626.3620       Website: www.orchardumc.org 

 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Mark Your Calendars! 
Cold weather may be outside our doors, but thoughts of warmth are inside our minds! 

February Extras 
Feb. 26 Light Supper, 5:30 pm 
  Ash Wednesday service, 7 pm 
Feb. 28 Pickleball, 7 pm 
 

March Highlights 
March 1 First Sunday in Lent 
March 6-8 Women’s Retreat 
  Daylight Saving Time begins 
March 14 Italian Dinner—Youth Fundraiser 
March 28 Mini-Olympics 
 

April Highlights 
April 5  Palm Sunday 
April 6-10 Prayer Stations  
April 8  Leo’s Coney Island, Youth Fundraiser 
April 9  Maundy Thursday worship, 7 pm 
April 10 Good Friday worship, 7 pm 
April 12 Easter Sunday  
April 19 Rockin’ the Resurrection worship 
 
 
 

Offerings - Automated, Online, Text, and Mobile App! 
Save time, simplify your life, and support Orchard! There are 

several ways you can automate your tithes and offerings—when 

you're away, anytime you're thinking of us, if you need to make a 

payment when you register for an event, or any other special 

fees/payments. Go to www.orchardumc.org/giving for electronic 

giving information! 
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