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A s we begin the month of 

November, the month of 

giving thanks, I want to share with 

you my thanksgiving. For a year 

now, I made it a practice to post 

every day on Facebook something 

for which I am grateful. It was a 

wonderful practice that has been 

especially helpful given how 

difficult the year has been. I found 

that as I looked at every day for 

something for which I am grateful, 

I was more present and open to what God was offering 

me. I also found that it just felt good. I thank God for all 

the ways I am blessed, especially for the gift of serving 

Orchard. 

Thank you, Orchard family, for your commitment to being 

the church, even when we are apart. Thank you for your 

continued faith and support of the gospel. Thank you for 

striving to transform the world by growing in faith, serving 

others, and sharing Jesus. Thank you for supporting the 

ministry of our church, for continuing to give even in a 

pandemic, and for ensuring that the work of the church 

continues. Thank you for providing for our worship—

participating in person and at home, giving so that we can 

make meaningful worship that reaches thousands. 

Thank you for believing in the importance of spiritual 

formation, engaging in classes and social groups, and 

growing in faith and relationship. Thank you for making 

children and youth a priority: for supporting their mission 

trip fundraising, for serving as youth counselors, and 

children’s Sunday School teachers.  

Thank you for ensuring that our children and youth feel 

loved by calling them by name, serving as prayer partners 

and Bible buddies and journey companions.  Thank you for 

taking the vows seriously that you make at each baptism. 

Thank you for providing us with such an incredible church 

building that enables our ministry to continue—even in a 

pandemic. Thank you for continuing to pay down our 

building debt so that we can begin to look forward and 

dream new dreams as we put this beautiful building to 

work doing ministry.  

Thank you for serving the church—in committees, 

teaching, sending out mailings, cleaning the sanctuary, 

changing light bulbs, singing in the band or choir or 

playing an instrument, praying for Orchard’s people and 

ministry. Thank you for caring for your staff, for 

supporting them, encouraging them, and providing for 

them. I am so grateful for the team we have. Thank you 

for caring for me and my family. Thank you for the home 

you have provided for us, the salary that enables us to live 

comfortably, and for providing 

for our health and future. We 

are so very grateful. 

Most of all, thank you for your 

commitment to Christ, your 

willingness to be a part of his 

body, and for responding to his 

call to discipleship. It is Christ 

who continues to guide and 

deliver us as we remember, 

even in tough times like this, 

that we are all in it together. 

Gratefully, 

 

DUE TO THE RISE IN NUMBERS OF COVID CASES 

We are suspending in-person worship through December. The staff is busy at work developing ways to keep you 

connected to your faith and to each other and to creating a meaningful Advent season. We continue to pray for an end 

to the pandemic. Online worship will continue on Sundays at 10 am and midweek on Tuesdays and Thursdays at noon. 
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Christmas Mission Giving 
Gifts due by December 6 

 

2020 has been a difficult year for many. We have the 
opportunity to help those who are struggling for the 
holidays. Again this year we will be providing Christmas 
for six families through Operation Common Good, a 
program of Farmington Public Schools. If you'd like to 
provide gifts for these families, please go to here to sign 
up.  
 

Please make sure to label your gifts with the Family 
Number and person description (for example: Girl age 8) 
and provide gift receipts where possible. Please deliver 
the gifts to Orchard by December 6, 2020 and leave on 
hallway tables by the office. Drop off during office hours: 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9 am-1 pm, or 
Wednesday 5:30-7:00 pm. Please do not wrap the gifts.  

Mitten Tree 
Due by December 7 

 

In November we will be collecting hats and mittens for 
Neighborhood House . Please bring new items to the 
giving box located in the church vestibule. Collection 
ends December 7. 

Drive Thru Living Nativity  
Orchard’s Gift to the Community  

 

The costumes have been distributed, the animals have 
been reserved, and the shed is already in the parking 
lot for the Living Nativity. We will soon be recruiting for 
volunteers to help set up the actual event. Watch soon 
for that information and another opportunity to be 
involved. 
 

Now is the time to mark your calendars for this 
wondrous event that can be experienced from the 
warmth of your car. This year you have the opportunity 
to drive through on two different days: Saturday, 
December 19 and Sunday, December 20. 
  

As you slowly drive through the luminary-lit path, you’ll 
be taken through several narrated vignettes—from the 
declaration of Caesar Augustus to the baby Jesus in the 
manger—featuring a costumed cast of characters and 
live animals.  
 

Invite your friends and family, your neighbors and  
co-workers—this Living Story is our gift to God and 
the community.  
 

 
 

inclusivity    •    spiritual growth    •    mission    •    generosity 

All Saints’ Day—January 3, 2021 
 

A gain this year, we will be celebrating All Saints’ Day 
on the first Sunday of the new year—January 3, 

2021. Prior to 2019, we celebrated it on the traditional 
first Sunday of November. A celebration on the first 
Sunday of January will enable us to celebrate the lives 
of all who have passed in the year before and begin our 
new year remembering their legacy.  
 

It feels fitting to begin the new year giving thanks for 
those who’ve paved the way for 
us and planted seeds of faith that 
continue to bloom because of their 
love. In December, families of our 
members who’ve passed in 2020 
will receive a letter with a 
reminder about the online service 
and will give all of us an 
opportunity to remember and give 
thanks for the many we've lost 
this year. If you’ve lost a family 
member, you can send their 
digital photo—along with their 
relationship to you and date of 
death—to Linda Hall or bring the 
photo to the church office on a 
Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday 
from 9 am to 1 pm. These items 
are due by December 31, 2020. 

Costumes for the Drive Thru Living Nativity 
have been were gathered, washed, new ones 
sewn, and fitted by Carole Parker and 
Suzanne Kosiba.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044BA8A62EA6FA7-christms
mailto:lindahall@orchardumc.org


The Orchard Harvester is the newsletter of  
Orchard United Methodist Church.  

 

Pastors: Rev. Amy Mayo-Moyle and Rev. Nicholas Bonsky 
Online worship service at 10 am on YouTube and Facebook 

 

 Phone 248.626.3620       Web Site: www.orchardumc.org 

In the 
Life of 
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Night of 1,000 Blessings has always been about mission, camaraderie, and fundraising. With these goals in mind, 
we offer an exciting virtual option. You can sign up and find out details at this SignUpGenius link. 

 

Mission   
We have 5 mission opportunities for you to do at home. Some options will require you to pick up supplies 

on Friday, December 4. Other options require you to buy some supplies. You may also need to drop 
off completed projects. Please read instructions on SignUpGenius link carefully. 

 

Camaraderie 
 We will have a Zoom call on December 6 at 6:30 pm with breakout rooms for each project. We hope 

that this enables us to share and be together as we complete our mission projects. Closer to the 
date of the event, a link for the Zoom call will be sent to all those who have signed up for Night of 
1,000 Blessings. (Zoom calls are not required to participate in the projects).  

 

Fundraising 
 Order delicious treats from our youth. This youth bake sale is in lieu of their fundraising dinner 

usually held on the night of this event. These baked items can be picked up on Friday, December 4. 
Follow this link to pre-order your treats by November 30. 

Sunday, December 6 

Find more information about Orchard on our website.  

To see the online church events calendar, click here. 

Find us, like us, share with us, and share us with 

others on Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram! 

Connect us with today! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a4aaea622ab9-anight
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a4aaea622ab9-anight
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0545aea723aafb6-bake
https://www.orchardumc.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=lindahall840@orchardumc.org&ctz=America/New_York
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In the Life of Orchard 

Living out our mission statement: Transforming the world by growing in faith, 
serving others, and sharing Jesus. 

A Note from Ms. Colleen Aben, Director of Children’s Ministries 

W hat has amazed me in this pandemic is the passage of time. Some days feel endless where it takes all of the 
energy I can muster just to get through the next hour. Yet at the same time, from March until now just feels like 

an undistinguished “blob” of time that has meshed together. When the pandemic first broke I admittedly expected it 
to be short lived. The fact that the holidays are just around the corner blows my mind because I had never imagined 
the holidays would be different. I am a creative person by nature, although I have no energy to feed the creative part 
of my brain at the moment. I just want someone to tell me what to do and plan fun events for me. Sadly as an adult, 
you get to make all of the decisions yourself. 

 

As luck would have it, Vox journalism came to my rescue! One of the best podcasts I have discovered is called “Today 
Explained.” The host picks a headline from the day before and finds guests to spend 15-20 minutes delving into what 
you need to know. The title of a recent show was “Will the holidays be canceled?” The anxiety part of me wanted to 
curl into a ball and cry, but then I heard God’s whisper to keep listening. One of the guests on the show was a Jewish 
man from Canada. He was explaining that they have recently celebrated the Canadian Thanksgiving in addition to a 
number of high holidays. He learned some tips along the way that he wanted to share with those who have 
Thanksgiving and Christmas around the corner. Here are six ideas to ensure that your special holiday does not feel 
like every other day. 

Jazz it up- With many of us working from home, life 
has become much more relaxed. If we wear the 
same relaxed clothes and use our everyday dishes, 
our holidays are bound to feel just like every other 
day. Find that perfect holiday outfit, pull out your 
best dishes and the fancy recipes you only make 
once or twice a year. If you have extra time and 
energy, watch napkin folding on YouTube, how to 
decorate a table—whatever would bring you joy. 

Virtual cooking club- What recipe is it that 
everyone loves and you just can’t live without at 
the holidays? For me, it’s when my Aunt Rose 
makes a sweet noodle dish called Kugel. Whatever 
is the dish that disappears first, set up a date and 
time for your family in different households to 
spend time making the dish together. 

Group reading- Find a special poem or story. Take 
turns reading paragraphs as you pass it around the 
table or even setting up a video call with family out 
of town to read it together. This could go for 
scripture and prayer or even a Thanksgiving story 
while everyone joins with a cup of cocoa. 

Pass the prayer- As you pray at the holidays, pick 
one person that you would like to pray for. It can 
be someone in the room, a public figure—the sky is 

the limit. Each person goes around the table and 
prays out loud for one minute, sharing what they 
admire about the person they picked and what 
prayers they have for him/her in the upcoming 
months. The host picked Dr. Fauci—it was an 
enlightening experience to hear what someone 
appreciates about another. 

Game time- For my extended family, games are 
often involved on the holidays. Euchre, Michigan 
rummy, Ticket to Ride—it’s never the same. Set up 
a time and plan a family game night to spend time 
with loved ones from afar on a video chat. 

Local pot luck- Nothing brings me more joy at the 
holidays than sampling so many amazing dishes I 
only get to try once or twice a year. Whether you 
are spending the holidays alone or just with 
immediate family, there’s no need to miss out on 
all the goodness. Find some family or friends 
nearby who have a GREAT recipe to share. 
Everyone can cook their best dish, package it into 
portions, and have a potluck swap. Voila! Now you 
get the feast without all the groceries or cleanup. 
Best idea ever. Now… who wants to bring me a 
holiday meal?  

Children’s Thanksgiving Prayer 

Thank you God for all that grows, thank you for the sky's rainbows.  

Thank you for the stars that shine, thank you for these friends of mine.  

Thank you for the moon and sun, thank you God for all you've done! 

The next game night for Club 456 is Sunday, November 8. If you’ve got a 4-5-6 
grade student, bring them to the courtyard on Sunday, November 8, from 5:30-6:25 

for some outdoor fun with Kelly Sheckell for fresh air fun and laughter!  game night 

https://www.vox.com/today-explained
https://www.vox.com/today-explained
mailto:kmsheckell@sbcglobal.net


In the Life of Orchard In the Life of Orchard 

At Orchard, we believe in the power of prayer. 
Join us in intercession, thanksgiving, celebration, and remembrance. 

Let us pray... 

We Pray for… 
 

Robin Boeck 

Bob Busser and his family 

Jan Cashman’s brother, Raymond Rex 

Tillman Dozier 

All who are affected by the wildfires 
 across many states 

Students whose lives interact with 
 Alyson Gay 

Adreena Harley 

Sheri Hicks’ college friend,  
 Marcy McDonald 

Jamie Hicks’ stepmom, Jacqueline Hicks 

Ginny Hogg’s sister Lizy’s husband,  
 Paul Coleman 

Betsy Hutula and her family 

The family and friends of John Koh 

Susan Marshall’s family members  
 Doug, Holly, and Gabe and the rest 
 of their family 

Debbie Mayer 

Barb McMenamin’s daughter, Sharon 

Carol and Shelby Money's daughter 

Pam Proctor 

John and Shirley Richardson 

Kim Rogers’ best friend, Judy Jones 

Jennifer Roode's friend, Nicole Runnels 
 and her husband, Jay 

Michelle Salley 

Dan St. Clair and his family 

Susan and Charley Stone’s friends, 
 the family of Tavis Veighey 

Karen Wagner's mother, June 

Rob and Brian Wilcox and their mother, 
 Elvina Wilcox 
  

 
We Remember… 
 

Bob Busser’s mother, Janet Busser 
 (October 13) 

 

We Celebrate… 

The baptism of John Raymond (J.R.) 
Andrusiak, born October 20, 2020, to 
Jordann and Scott Andrusiak. J.R.’s 
godparents are Nicole Andrusiak and M. 
Alexander (Alex) Burns. His grandparents 
are Sherry and Mark Burns, and Michelle 
and David Andrusiak and his  
great-grandmother is Nancy Passfield. 
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It was a chilly last day of 
outdoor in-person worship—

the Sunday before 
Halloween. Little friends were 
invited to wear costumes and 

later to get treats and hear 
stories in the pumpkin patch. 

The air was chilly, but our 
hearts were warmed. 

Many hands are 
needed to produce 

worship and provide 
witness to the glory 

of God. We are 
privileged to have 

willing hearts to do 
ministry at Orchard. 


