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T he month of April is really a month of Easter. Though Easter Sunday is April 4, we 
celebrate Easter for forty days until the Ascension. Easter is the pinnacle moment of 

our faith. Christ has conquered death, he is risen. With his resurrection comes new life and 
hope and faith in a God who can do all things. We, as his followers, are called to be  
Resurrected Christians—those who follow a risen Lord and those who work for new life in 
the world. Easter signifies change. No longer do fear and sin and mistrust and death reign. 
God reigns, the Risen Christ who conquered suffering and death reigns. We are changed! 
 

But change is hard. Resurrection change can mean abandoning our former ways of doing 
things. It can mean setting aside comfortable ways of being in the world and adopting new 
ones in the name of Christ. Change is hard and this spring and summer, Orchard is 
experiencing many changes.  
 

We are excited to be returning to in-person worship—but with that comes change.  
 

• It won’t be exactly like it was. We have to register and choose our seats in order to attend in-person 
worship so that we can ensure a safe amount of people are in the sanctuary or MAC. We won’t be singing 
together for a while. And we can’t have our coffee hour yet. In-person worship will be a big change.   

• Also this spring we will thank and celebrate Suzanne Reddy and Deanna Kohl as they move into 
retirement. We will welcome a new Finance and Operations Manager and a new Hospitality and 
Connections Coordinator. And in June I will be moving to Clarkston and you will be welcoming your new 
Lead Pastor, Rev. Paul Hahm. With a new pastor and new staff members will come new ideas and new 
ways of doing things. It will be tempting to say, “We’ve never done it that way before.” Or “But we always 
do it this way.” The truth of the matter is, we’ve spent a whole year of doing things differently. It has 
been hard, but we have adapted like the living breathing church that we are.  

 
Change is how we grow. Change is how we ensure that needs are being met.  

Change keeps ministry fresh and evolving.   
 
We are Resurrected Christians which means that we are people who bring change:  the change from hungry 
to fed; the change from loneliness to togetherness; the change from fear to hope; the change from doubt to 
faith; the change from death to resurrection. As we face 
the changes in our near future, I pray that you will be 
open to the moving of the Spirit, that you will trust in the 
God who calls and equips, and that you will be positive 
and encouraging. Please be in prayer for Orchard as God 
is doing new things—with Christ all things are possible! 
 

Faithfully, 

Resurrection Change 
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Staff News 

SPRC Announcements 
 
Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) Chair, Brett Sarmento, has made several announcements during 
our Sunday online worship services over the past month. Here’s what he had to say. 
 

 
Suzanne Reddy 
 

Suzanne Reddy, who has served as our financial and membership secretary for the past 25 
years, is retiring effective May 1, 2021. We are grateful for Suzanne’s many years of service 
to Orchard. Her gifts have blessed us in many ways, enabling us to grow in generosity and 
connection. She will be missed. We look forward to celebrating Suzanne on Sunday, May 2, 
in the courtyard between the 9 and 11 am worship services.  
 
 
Deanna Kohl 
 

It has also been announced that Deanna Kohl, our church secretary for the past seven years, 
is retiring June 1, 2021. We have been blessed by Deanna’s presence and diligence in the 
front office and we will miss her. We will celebrate Deanna on June 6 in the courtyard 
between the 9 and 11 am worship services.  
 
 
 

Ways to Say Thank You 
 

We hope you will come out to these retirement celebrations to wish these ladies the best. You are encouraged to bring 
cards and notes with you and drop them in the basket that will be available. If you would like to contribute to Suzanne 
and/or Deanna’s gifts, please send a check made payable to our SPRC Chairperson: Brett Sarmento. Mail these to his 
home address of  28357 La Costa Ct., Farmington Hills, MI 48331. 
 

Kristen Tesauro 
 

W ith the upcoming retirement of Suzanne Reddy from her role as Membership 
and Accounts Receivable Secretary, a search began to find the perfect 

individual to fill the void her retirement would create. As we began our search, we 
realized what a tall order that would be. This position would take many of the 
responsibilities of Suzanne, and in addition, add the component of building 
management. Three weeks ago, the position was posted through Facebook and 
other external job search websites. The post generated a great amount of interest, 
and we had a wide pool of candidates from which to select. We are pleased to 
announce that starting on April 12, 2021, Kristen Tesauro will begin her staff 
position of Financial and Operations Manager. Kristen has coordinated our family 
events and VBS over the past few years. Prior to that, Kristen's financial 
background included time at Chase Bank, GreenPath Debt Solutions, and 
Huntington National Bank. Her previous experience, combined with the 
exemplary work she has done in her time at Orchard, made her the perfect 
candidate for this position. The next time you see Kristen, make sure you offer her 
your congratulations. 

 

Pastors 
Rev. Amy Mayo-Moyle, Lead Pastor  

Rev. Nicholas Bonsky, Associate Pastor 
 

Office hours: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays from 9 am-1 pm 
  

Phone 248.626.3620       Web Site: www.orchardumc.org 

Find us, like us, share with us, and share us with 
others on Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, and Instagram!  

The Orchard Harvester is the newsletter of Orchard United Methodist Church; Linda Hall, Editor 

mailto:amayomoyle@orchardumc.org
mailto:nicholasbonsky@orchardumc.org
http://www.orchardumc.org
mailto:lindahall@orchardumc.org
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Worship Services beginning April 11, 2021 
In-Person at 9 and 11 am—reservations required 

 Online @ 10 am—YouTube and Facebook 

Easter People, Bring Your Flowers! 
This Easter Sunday we will once again be covering a cross with fresh cut 
flowers as we celebrate the resurrection and the promise of the Jesus who 
saves us. This year the cross will be in the Memorial Garden.  
 

If you’re coming to one of the three worship services, bring cut flowers with 
you on Easter Sunday morning. If you’re not ready for coming to in-person 
worship, the cross will be out all day. Bring flowers if you’d like or just stop 
by to take your Easter photos, and experience how beautiful Jesus is!  

 

Holy Week 
If you have the opportunity to stop by the Memorial Garden this week or when you come to bring Easter flow-
ers, stroll through and read the Easter story, ‘Twas the Morning of Easter. It will be up in the Memorial Garden 
through Easter Sunday (except for Good Friday). 

This drive-in worship experience will happen in the upper 
parking lot of the church. Upon arrival you will receive    
pre-packaged communion elements. The service will be 
broadcast through our FM transmitter for you to hear on 
your car radio. This service will also be live-streamed on 
YouTube at 7 pm if you cannot come to the outdoor 
worship experience.   

Noon-3 pm online  Online worship service featuring 
several United Methodist pastors preaching on "The 
Seven Last Words of Christ." This service will be available 
on our YouTube channel from Noon-3 pm. Pastor Amy is 
preaching on the third word and an ensemble from 
Orchard will provide the music for that segment. This 
service will be able to be viewed after its premiere. 
 
7-8 pm at Orchard  An outdoor prayer walk at Orchard 
between 7 and 8 pm. Meet in the parking lot by the peace 
pole where Pastor Amy will greet you. From there, in 
small groups, you will walk through six different stations 
around the parking lot for a reader's theater experience 
of people who were at the cross on Good Friday. Your 
walk will conclude by arriving back at the peace pole 
where Pastor Amy will offer a prayer before you depart 
for home.   

Join us for a joy-filled musical celebration of new 

life and the resurrection. Featuring the praise 

band and singers, we’ll be rockin’ out the Good 

News through song, praise, and prayer.  

April 18, 2021 at 9 and 11 am in the MAC—reservations open on April 12 

https://orchardumc.churchreserve.com/
https://www.youtube.com/c/OrchardUMC
https://www.youtube.com/c/OrchardUMC
https://www.youtube.com/c/OrchardUMC/videos
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Orchard Opportunities 

This year’s workday for Rebuilding 
Together is April 24, 2021. Due to 
COVID restrictions, this project 
will take place outdoors. If you’re 
interested in volunteering, email 
Janice Mitchell directly, or call her 
at 248.821.4085 if you have any 
questions.  
 

During the month of April, we are 
collecting supplies for Rebuilding 
Together. Please place your 
donations in the Missions 
collection box in the vestibule. The 
main outside door will be open for 
you to drop off your donations at 
any time. What isn’t used for our 
own team on April 24 will be 
stored at the Rebuilding Together 
building for use in projects 
throughout the year.   
  

Cleaning supplies:  Windex, Pine 
Sol /general deep cleaner, shop 
cloths, steel wool, dish soap, 
bleach, garbage bags, sponges, 
scrub brushes, brooms, dust pans, 
dust cloths, sponge mops, twine, 
a disinfecting cleaner or/wipes like 
Lysol and plastic safety glasses. 
 

PPE:  Disposable masks, 
disposable gloves, yard work 
gloves, yard waste bags, hand 
sanitizer and paper towels. 
 

Home Safety items:  CO 
detectors; Damprid; window 
insulation kit; first aid kit; pest 
prevention; Command strips; fire 
extinguisher; smoke detector.  
 

Thank you for your past 
generosity. We are being an 
extension of God’s love in the 
community and we are making a 
difference. 

Saturday, April 24, 2021 Sunday, May 2, 2021 
by DyAnn St. Clair 

E very year Orchard UMC amazes me by raising more money for hunger 
initiatives through this annual walk than they did the year before. And every 

year, I wonder how we will ever match it the next year (oh “me” of little faith). 
After all the walks were completed last year, even in the 2020 pandemic, Team 
Orchard finished sixth in the entire nation! What this has taught me about my 
faith is that nothing is impossible with God – or with the generosity of Orchard 
UMC. 
 

The need to fund hunger programs is greater than ever, even right here in 
Farmington Hills. The easiest way to participate in the walk is by going to 
Orchard's Crop Walk homepage - CROP Hunger Walk - Orchard UMC (Farmington 
Hills, MI). From there, you can donate or register to walk. You can walk at any 
time in your own neighborhood or socially distanced at OCC-Orchard Ridge 
campus beginning at 1:30 pm on Sunday, May 2. FREE t-shirts will be given to all 
walkers who register by April 12. 
 

Here is my plan for raising funds this year: I ask each of you to consider how 
much you have saved over this past year by working at home, foregoing haircuts, 
or not dining out, and offer just a portion of those savings to help those who are 
truly hurting. Maybe you could even share a portion of your stimulus check. The 
most important thing to keep in mind is that if we all donate what we can, we will 
make a huge difference once again. Thank you, in advance, just for being 
Orchard! You make me so proud! You can contact me by email or by calling 
248.756.9643 with any questions. 

 

Because of a special request and great need, we are also collecting snacks 
for Wood Creek Elementary School. The school will be in session half days with no 
lunch break so the school needs to stock a pantry of snacks for children who are 
unable to provide their own. NO NUTS or PEANUT BUTTER, please. Suggestions: 
Cheez-It crackers, applesauce pouches, pretzels, fruit snacks, SnackWell cookies, 
Goldfish snack crackers, granola bars (no peanut butter or nuts), veggie straws, 
Rice Krispies Treats. Please put in the missions box in the vestibule. 

Special Missions Need 

Tuesdays with Amy 
Bible Study @ 9:30 am 

 

The Tuesday Morning Bible Study will be reading and discussing the book, 
Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times, by Bishop Michael 
Curry beginning Tuesday, April 13. The class meets from 9:30 am to 10:30 
am on Zoom. If you would like to participate, please contact Pastor Amy.   

mailto:john.janice611@sbcglobal.net
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/orchard-umc-farmington-hills-mi
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/orchard-umc-farmington-hills-mi
mailto:dyannstclair@aol.com
mailto:amayomoyle@orchardumc.org
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Living & Thriving Returns 
3rd Fridays @ 1 pm 

 

Living & Thriving is a support group ministry of Orchard United Methodist Church that meets 
on the third Friday of each month from 1-2 pm. People with chronic health problems don’t like 
to complain to the people around them about their struggles, yet they deal with their health 
issues and the effects—physical, emotional, spiritual, mental—every day. Living & Thriving is a 
place where we can share these problems and issues with each other openly and with a 
support system. Previously, this group met at a restaurant or at the church, but Zoom 
provides a better way to join together—without transportation or weather problems. Anyone 
who is interested—whether a member of OUMC or not—please contact Teresa Bowers or Mary 
Clark. You will be emailed the Zoom link just before the date of the meeting. 

What’s New in KidMin? 
 

S pring is here and it feels like a great 
new beginning as we return to worship 

at Orchard. I am so excited to see faces in 
person and it’s going to be so hard not to 
give each of these kids a humongous hug. 
For those who are more comfortable at 
home, Worship Our Way (WOW) will 
continue to be available virtually on 
YouTube in April. On Sunday mornings in 
person, WOW is also available for those kiddos (Pre-K—
4th grade) who are registered. Kids will meet a greeter 
at the outside portico entrance and come right to Ms. 
Tracey or me. The K-4th graders will be in the WOW 
room with me while the Pre-K-4yo will be in Ms. 
Tracey’s classroom. The kids will sit on numbered dots. 
We will hear some VBS music and if the weather is nice, 
head outside for some socially distanced games or 
activities. While the CDC protocol for schools has been 
changed to a shorter distance, we will do our best to 
keep as close to the 6 feet as possible. On days where 
kids need supplies, they will each be given individual 
bags to use. There will not be snacks provided although 
you are welcome to send a water bottle if you would 
like. Please let me know if you have any questions or 
suggestions on how to make this transition as smooth 
as possible! 
  

Ms. Colleen Aben, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Youth Group 
by Pastor Nick 

 

D uring this pandemic, youth group for both the junior 
and senior high students has been a spot of 

comfort. Meeting every Sunday, youth group has taken 
on a special meaning this year as it has been a place of 
normalcy in a sea of change. In the past month, we 
have been able to enjoy the warm spring air, spending 
our time outdoors playing games and also making time 
for conversation. With a world full of unknown, the 
emphasis has become on how the teens can know God 
is with them, especially in difficult times such as the 
past year.  
 

Although often we have found our plans changing for 
what Sunday night "looks like" during this past year, we 
have continued to find ways to live in our faith. For the 
senior high youth, this means that instead of a trip to 
Puerto Rico in June, they will be traveling to Detroit to 
serve. While a big change, the chance to serve—no 

matter where it is—is always 
exciting. For junior high youth, games 
that involve physical activity have 
become of greater importance to burn off 
all of that energy that normally would be 
spent throughout the school day.  
 

One thing is for sure: No matter where or 
how we meet, God is working through 
these teens, and I am blessed to be their 
Youth Pastor. 

It’s time to “Think Spring!” 
 

It's once again time for our spring flower fundraiser sponsored by 
Orchard Family Events. We're offering a variety of flowers, 
including hanging baskets, patio pots, and flats, and even 
vegetables. Proceeds from this sale will help fund family events in 
the year ahead so that everyone can know the joy of Jesus here 
at Orchard. Click here to place your order. 
 

For more information, contact Kristen Tesauro, Family Events 
Coordinator. 

Food Truck Friday 
Friday, April 23 from 6-8 pm 

 

Come join us on Friday, April 23, for Food Truck 
Friday! There will be several food trucks—dinner, 
dessert, and cold drinks for you to purchase from. 
We’ll have music and games and lots of laughter! 
Everyone is invited—so get the word out to friends and 
family! Watch for more information to be coming soon 
from Kristen Tesauro, as Family Events Coordinator. 

mailto:td_bowers@yahoo.com
mailto:drst-mc@wowway.com
mailto:drst-mc@wowway.com
mailto:colleenaben@orchardumc.org
mailto:nicholasbonsky@orchardumc.org
https://form.jotform.com/200865178254156
mailto:kristentesauro@orchardumc.org
mailto:kristentesauro@orchardumc.org
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We Pray for… 
 

Rev. Dr. Charles Boayue, Jr.  

 and his family 

Sandy Cagle and her cousin,  

 Debbie Newberry 

The family of Marcy Corbat’s colleague 

The Hamilton family 

Sheri Hicks’ friends, Marcy McDonald 

 and Mark Taylor 

The family of Paul Coleman 

Joe Johnson and the family and friends 

 of his friend, Roger Burland 

The Kohl family 

The family of Shannon Maguire’s friend 

Carol Money's friend Barb and her family 

Helen Moore's daughter, Rebecca Bienko 

Thom Parker 

Michael Schultz's mother, Anita MacSorley 

Brynn Stanis’ student and her family 

The family of Charles Riffle, dear friends 

 of Susan and Charley Stone   

Students and Teachers 

John Trenkle 

Mary Ann Trenkle 

Greg Widman's friend, Rich Dawson 

 and his family 

Donna Young’s mother, Dorothy Folkes 

For those suffering emotionally/mentally 

 or feeling alone 

For relationships strained by differing 

 opinions 
 

We Remember… 
 

Ginny Hogg’s brother-in-law,  

 Paul Coleman (March 4) 

Rev. Dr. Charles Boayue, Jr.’s father, 

 Mr. Charles S. G. Boayue, Sr. (March 6) 

Steve Kohl’s mother, Marilyn Kohl (March 6) 

Jim Ragland (March 14) 

Former Orchard Member, Donna Rickert 
 (March 16) 

Kay Burns (March 25) 

Justin Hamilton’s father, Bill Hamilton 
 (March 26) 

 
We Celebrate… 

The birth of Vivian Florence Guthrie to Amy 
and Chris Guthrie on March 18, 2021. 
Vivian’s grandparents are Betsy and Gary 
Stanis, Laurie Terreault, and Mary Ann and 
John Guthrie.  

 
 
 

We give thanks… 
 

Thank you to our Orchard family for the 
beautiful notes, cards, phone calls and 
prayers upon the passing of our mother, 
Diane Abdallah. It was a joy to gather our 
mail and a cup of tea each evening and take 
in your messages of sympathy. The 
outpouring of love and support has been 
such a blessing and has comforted us during 
this sad time. We miss you and we love you.  

Rowena and Scott Adamowski 
 
Thank you to the Orchard family for so many 
generous donations to fill Easter Baskets for 
the Salvation Army for children in need. We 
were blown away with the candy, games, 
bubbles, side walk chalk, and more. We filled 
26 baskets and donated extra candy too! 

Sue Shrosbree 
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In the life of Orchard, we believe in the power of prayer. Let us pray... 

26 Easter baskets went to 
Salvation Army  to be 

distributed to kids in need. 

Thumbs up for friends around the fire —and 
the delicious scones! 

Ways to do church during a pandemic 

Standing, sitting, thinking, 
running, walking—all sorts of 
things were happening at the 

Spring Fling! 


