
 

I  remember the first time I arrived at Orchard. It was January of 2015 — I was here for my 
introduction to the Staff Parish Relations Committee. I was being introduced as the new senior 

pastor. It was an exciting night and one of my favorite parts was when Thom Parker showed Mike 
and me around the building. With great pride he showed us both the older and newer portions of 
the building.  
 

I remember walking into the sanctuary and seeing the chancel area — noticing the altar and the 
drum set, the organ and the keyboard, and noting right away that this is a church who seeks to 
offer accessible worship that has variety and diversity. We walked into the choir room and I saw 
a space beautifully designed for music ministry. I saw rooms 200/202 and thought “what great 
meeting spaces.” The children’s area was warm and inviting. As we went downstairs I remember 
seeing things like the café and the drama room and thinking how creative each of those spaces 

were, and I began to imagine how they might be used. I was thrilled with the fellowship hall space — a great space for 
larger groups together and also to have smaller conversations. And the MAC! And the MAC kitchen! I could see how 
these spaces could be used for congregational meals and activities. I saw the space and I started to dream about our 
time together and what we might do. 
 

It was back in the early 2000’s that you started to dream of a building expansion. Under the theme of “For Such a Time 
as This,” Orchard United Methodist Church took the risk of believing in future ministry by fundraising to add on spaces 
that would enhance and grow the ministry of Orchard United Methodist Church. In 2004, that new space was dedicated 
and we have been using it to welcome children, feed the hungry, worship Jesus, and share the gospel ever since. 
 

This March, Orchard paid their last payment on the mortgage. Thanks to you, and your great generosity, our building is 
now debt free. On May 23, 2021 at 9 am and 11 am, our worship service will include a mortgage burning. We will 
celebrate the generosity of this church and your willingness to take risks for the gospel. May 23 is also Pentecost 
Sunday — the day the Holy Spirit was given to the disciples, the day in which the church was born. It is the perfect day 
to celebrate this momentous act of faith and determination. I look forward to the celebration! 
 

Blessings, 

Transforming the world by growing in faith, serving others, and sharing Jesus . 

Orchard Harvester 
May 2021  Newsletter of Orchard United Methodist Church 

With warmer weather, we have more opportunity to expand 
our worship capacity. Beginning May 9, we will be 
worshipping inside for the 9 am service and outside for the 
11 am service. Those attending the 9 am service will 
continue to register to attend worship in the sanctuary; 11 
am attendees will not need to register and will need to 
bring a chair. In the case of inclement weather, the 11 am 
service will be held in the MAC.  
 

Starting May 9, we will begin to live stream our 9 am 
worship service. This live stream will be available on 
Sunday mornings at 9 am or anytime thereafter, and will 
replace our prerecorded service at 10 am, except on those 

days when both services will take place outside (May 23 
and June 13—see below).  
 

May 9  9 am inside, 11 am outside 
May 16  9 am inside, 11 am outside 
May 23  Mortgage Burning  
 Both 9 & 11 am services outside (no live stream; 
  prerecorded service @ 10 am) 
May 30  9 am inside, 11 am outside 
June 6  9 am inside, 11 am outside 
June 13  Both 9 & 11 am services outside (no live stream; 
  prerecorded service @ 10 am) 

In Person and Online Worship Notes 
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Orchard Opportunities 

Sunday, May 2, 2021 

Team Orchard UMC has 32 registered walkers participating in the 
36th annual CROP Hunger Walk on May 2. Some will be walking 
in their own neighborhoods, while others will choose to walk the 
trails at OCC-Orchard Ridge campus. We will begin to gather 
there at 1 pm, entering off of Orchard Lake Road, and following 
the directions of the Boy Scouts. There will be a  
Kickoff preceding the 1:30 walk. 
 

So far, Team Orchard has raised over $20,000, and is holding down the #1 spot in the nation for fundraising! This is a 
new record, once again, for Orchard. These funds will go a long way toward addressing food insecurities that are on an 
alarming rise. If you have not yet donated, you may do so until May 31 by logging onto the secure website. Checks to 
CWS/CROP are also acceptable. 
 

Thank you SO MUCH for your extreme generosity that TRULY makes a difference!  

During the month of May Orchard will be collecting non-perishable 
sandwich items and supplemental snacks for our high school youth who 
will be doing their Mission Trip in Detroit this June. We will need enough 
to feed 30 people for 4 days. Snack items should be individually 
wrapped for COVID-safety. Suggested items include: 
  

 Peanut Butter  Crackers 
 Jelly    Cookies 
 Gatorade  Fruit Snacks 
 Water   Granola Bars 
 Chips   Rice Krispies Treats 
 

 PPE items, such as masks, hand sanitizer and wipes are 
 also welcome.  
 

See the write-up on page 3 about this year’s mission trip and thank you 
for supporting our youth as they serve at Motown Mission service. 

Cass Community Social Services Work Day 
Saturday, May 15 from 9 am—1 pm 

 

It's been a tough year on all of us, but it has been especially hard for the  
non-profit organizations and the people they serve. Cass is accustomed to having 
many, many volunteers over a period of a year, but last year hardly anyone was 
able to volunteer. This put an enormous strain on the staff at Cass. Currently, 
they need help with outside spring clean up and painting in a newly acquired 
former convent in which they are renovating to a family shelter.  
 

On Saturday, May 15, a work day has been organized for us to either be painting 
or doing yard work at Cass Community Social Services. We will meet at Orchard 
at 8:30 am to caravan to Cass.  
 

Can you spend a few hours on a Saturday helping Cass? If so, sign up here. Let's 
show Cass Community that we have not forgotten them! 
 
 

FLOWER PICK UP 
Friday, May 7 from 1-6 pm 

 

Spring is officially here and we have 
your flowers ready to beautify your 
yards! Flower pick up will be on Friday, 
May 7 from 1-6 pm. Pick up will 
be curbside again this year. Please 
wear your masks and drive up around 
the circle drive by the front doors of the 
church. Kristen will meet you at your 
car and work with you to pick up and 
load your flowers. We will limit it to two 
cars at a time. See you then! 

We are looking for 
someone who loves people 
and loves to be connected. 
Orchard has a part time 
Hospitality and 
Connections Coordinator. 
Click here for a job 
description, then contact 
Pastor Nick Bonsky to let 
him know you can’t wait to 
join Orchard’s staff! 

 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/orchard-umc-farmington-hills-mi
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a4aaea622ab9-cass1
https://5215160f-8109-46aa-9234-172eb7c53b6c.filesusr.com/ugd/ddc826_f056133ed5434bc9aa99487cbc57526f.pdf
https://5215160f-8109-46aa-9234-172eb7c53b6c.filesusr.com/ugd/ddc826_f056133ed5434bc9aa99487cbc57526f.pdf
mailto:nicholasbonsky@orchardumc.org
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Ministry Happenings 

What’s New in KidMin? 
 

I n a book I read a few years back by Rory Vaden, he 
shares a quote that says, “There is no elevator to 

success. You have to take the stairs.” This year was unlike 
any we could have imagined in our wildest dreams. For 
our kids, it seems the challenges were thrown at them 
around every corner. Every day they have had to climb 
the stairs. Tired of virtual school and apps? Missed their 
friends? School is postponed-AGAIN! They have had to 
climb the stairs anyway. They have learned patience, 
resiliency, perseverance, self-entertainment—the list goes 
on. We can really learn a lot by how these pint-sized real-
life superheroes coped with the pandemic and we believe 
they deserve some recognition.  

One of our annual traditions is a “moving up” ceremony in 
worship where we honor kids for their hard work during 
the year. On May 16 at the 11 am outdoor in-person 
worship service, we will recognize them during worship 
and then celebrate with them afterwards with a special 
treat and some safe fun with friends. We would really love 
to see you at this service if you’re comfortable with 
coming to in-person worship.  
 

WOW will continue to be both in-person (must register 
beforehand) and virtual through June 13. It will then 
continue during both in-person services this summer. 
Watch for the weekly newsletter for updates and 
resources on all things “KidMin!”   
 

Ms. Colleen Aben, Director of Children’s Ministries 

2021 Graduates 
 

This year has certainly been a challenge for High School Seniors, hasn’t it? The pandemic has caused them to shift back 
and forth from online learning to in-person learning. Yet, through all of that, they persisted. On May 16, we will 
celebrate their persistence with a Senior Baccalaureate Service at 4 PM. This service is for the friends and families of the 
graduates, and will certainly be a memorable event. The graduating seniors this year are: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we celebrate the seniors on this day, we will also be handing them our inaugural “Orchard Graduate Celebration” 
Scholarship. Earlier this year, our church asked for your hopes and dreams moving forward. One of those dreams was 
that we would have a scholarship available for our teenagers to support them in their journey of continuing 
education. In response to that dream, a generous member of the congregation came forward to seed this 
scholarship. This donation will allow us to grant this scholarship to all of the seniors who qualify and apply. We ask that 
you would consider becoming a part of this legacy and donate to the scholarship fund in the future. With your 
contributions, this scholarship will be able to continue—and grow—for years to come! 
 

Emma Elliot Allision Mayo-Moyle Matthew Schultz 

Jaycee Harvath Joshua Rinker Mafe Sohn 

Reagan Matthews Corrine Scarbrough Amanda Vietor 

Riley Matthews  Marisa Wilks 

Mission Trip 
 

On June 20th, the Senior High Youth will head to downtown Detroit for a week of missions 
work through Motown Missions. A trip that is unlike any other, the teens will get to 
experience a city which has been the heart and soul of Michigan for hundreds of years — 
and it’s just 20 miles away. The youth will work on home repair and renovation Monday 
through Thursday from 9-5. Following their work, they will enjoy a night in downtown 
Detroit experiencing the sights and sounds of a city that is experiencing a rebirth. On 
Friday, the students will have a day of fun, and will return home later that evening. Please 
keep these teens in your prayers, as God will use them to do some incredible things! 

Discovery on Adventure Island 
Vacation Bible School 
July 26-30 from 10 am – 12:15 pm 

 

We hope you’ll join the fun at Discovery on 
Adventure Island at our outdoor VBS from July 26-
30! We’ll explore and find 5 mystery lanterns that 
will help light our path. We’ll stay safe by wearing 
our masks and keeping our distance. And we’ll have 
lots of fun discovering God’s light through science, 
craft, drama, and more!  
 

Spots are limited so hurry and register by July 24. 
The cost is only $15 per explorer and you get a take 
home CD and a t-shirt! Sign up your campers here. 
  

We also have lots of volunteer opportunities so that 
you, too, can be part of this adventure! Please email 
Kristen Tesauro if you would like to be part of this 
special year of VBS.  

Speaking of  
Volunteering… 

 

The Volunteer Engagement 
Team is in need of a 

volunteer that has the 
technical ability to help 

create a survey/
questionnaire and provide 
guidance to sort and store 
the information. The team 

has several samples as 
thought starters. Contact 

Susan Marshall if you’re the 
one raising your hand for 

this volunteer opportunity! 

mailto:colleenaben@orchardumc.org
https://orchard-united-methodist-church.mycokesburyvbs.com/
mailto:kristentesauro@orchardumc.org
mailto:smarshall51@msn.com
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We Pray for… 
 

Bob Bowbeer 
Sandy Cagle's cousin, Debbie Newberry 
Costellos’ friends, Nick, Pam, and their family 
Marcia Harmon’s friend, Sue Rose-Haitz 
Jamie Hicks’ father, Jim Hicks 
Friends of Sheri Hicks - Avery, Marcy, and members of 
 the FHS lacrosse team 
Maryalyce and Bill Lupher’s friends 
Todd Morell’s sister, Diane Milam and her family  
Pam Proctor's niece and nephew 
Jennifer Roode’s friends, the Hesano family 
Vicky Sohn 
Gary and Betsy Stanis  
Shelly Tengler and her family 
Mary Ann and John Trenkle 
Barb Ulman 
Mari Anne Wilcox's cousin, Nikki Judd, her husband,  
 and their three little girls 
The Young, Snyder, Maguire, & Tesauro families 
 

We Remember… 
 

Donna Young’s mother, Dorothy Folkes (April 6) 

Shelly Tengler’s mother, Dorothy Bernath (April 21) 

 
In the life of Orchard, we believe 

in the power of prayer. Let us pray... 

Holy Week Happenings and Easter Sunday worship. 
 It was good to be back together! 

 

H ello, Orchard! 
 

Well, it's been a unique year but 
our music ministries have still been 
busy, creating worship online and 
some in person. Rockin' the 
Resurrection was a blast, and all 
our adult ensembles have put in a 
dedicated year of music-and-
worship-making. I am looking 
forward to spring and summer as 
that means nicer weather and a 
return to outdoor worship as well. 
There will be opportunities for 
music all through the summer for 
individuals and ensembles. We will 
also have things to celebrate as we 
thank Pastor Amy for her service 
and welcome Pastor Paul, as well 
as a mortgage burning and other 
milestones to note. I want to thank 
all the music ministry ringers, 
singers, and players who have 
helped share the good news in 
song this year. Here's to many 
more!   
 

Jantz Black 

Allison & Jonas label 
the rows and seats so 

we can socially 
distance in the 

sanctuary. 

Lots of help for lots of work 
at Rebuilding Together on  

April 24.  

The Orchard Harvester is the newsletter of Orchard United Methodist Church; Linda Hall, Editor 

 

Pastors 
Rev. Amy Mayo-Moyle, Lead Pastor  

Rev. Nicholas Bonsky, Associate Pastor 
 

Office hours: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays from 9 am-1 pm 
Phone 248.626.3620       Web Site: www.orchardumc.org 

Find us, like us, share with us, and share us with 
others on Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, and Instagram!  

mailto:jantzblack@orchardumc.org
mailto:lindahall@orchardumc.org
mailto:amayomoyle@orchardumc.org
mailto:nicholasbonsky@orchardumc.org
http://www.orchardumc.org

