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A NOTE FROM PASTOR NICK 

Years ago, when I was just beginning to grow in my 
faith, I avoided reading the Bible on my own.  I know 
that sounds silly to say, but I was worried because I 

was just starting to explore my faith. The words in the Bible 
would be too confusing, and I wouldn’t understand exactly 
what they were saying.  In turn, I decided to begin reading a 
lot of different devotionals.  Devotionals had a way of taking 
a few lines of scripture and making it relatable in a way I 
maybe would not have understood if I was reading the Bible 
solo. The devotionals helped me build confidence in myself, 
and that confidence led to reading more scripture on my 
own.   My faith matured, and it ultimately began a path into 
ministry.   I’m not saying that you will end up as a Reverend 
by reading this devotional, but I do know that during this 
season of Advent-this devotional will help you recognize the 
light of God in your life in new and exciting ways. 

This year, our devotional was written not by our staff-but by 
our talented Senior High youth.   In October, I tasked them 
with creating a devotional for the season of Advent that 
would be viewed by the entirety of the congregation.   You 
can imagine what their reactions were to this news!   The 
thought of writing a devotional-let alone one that would be 
viewed by our church was a scary prospect for our youth.  
Much like our faith-I asked them to take a chance and trust 
that God would work through them and craft something 
beautiful.   I believe when you read through these 
devotionals each day during the time of Advent, you too will 
see how God is at work in their lives, and also how God is 
working in your life as well. 
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Normally at this time of the year, we would be encouraging 
you to send in your Christmas cards to the church, often with 
a donation for the Senior High Mission Trip.  We would then 
display these cards in the Narthex area for all in the church 
to see.  As you know, Advent looks different this year in light 
of COVID, and we will not be able to gather in the Narthex to 
see these cards.   This means the loss of these donations 
which help fund the youth trip. This year, we are asking that, 
in lieu of the Christmas card, you consider donating to the 
mission trip as you go through this Advent devotional.   You 
can give online by going to orchardumc.org/giving and  
under special enter, “youth mission trip.” 

In this season of Advent, as we prepare for the coming of the 
Christ child, I invite you to open your hearts and minds to the 
words of the Senior High youth.   In these four weeks, may 
you find hope, peace, joy, and love through these devotions, 
and recognize who God is calling you to be a part of the 
Kingdom right here and right now.   May God continue to 
work through and in you in the coming days, weeks, and 
months ahead. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Nick
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH 

ISAIAH 7:14 

 

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, 
the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, 

and shall name him Immanuel.” 

Right now in my life I don’t know what my plan is. 
Maybe become a vet or maybe a therapist for children 
and teens. I don’t know, but God does. In this passage 

he is saying that when I was born he gave me a plan for my 
future even if I don’t know it. Maybe his plan for me is what I 
think or maybe something completely different I’ll just have 
to wait and see! 

-Kay Ducu, Sophomore 

The Birth of Jesus was part of God’s plan.  Where do 
you hope to see God’s plan in this Season of Advent? 
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH 

ISAIAH 9:2 

 

“ The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on 

them light has shined.” 

While Isaiah is giving the good news he 
Acknowledges the darkness. By acknowledging 
the darkness that may be in your life no matter 

the context it may make it seem not so scary. Many people 
suffer with a personal darkness as mental health whether it 
be something like anxiety or depression and it’s scary but by 
acknowledging it they can take control of it and seek 
guidance.  I personally struggle with my mental health And I 
know what it’s like to have that darkness in your mind 
thinking you can’t do anything about it. I felt helpless against 
it when I just ignored it but speaking about it helped me get 
the help I needed to get back into the light of my life. (This 
Church has been a real big part of that help. So I thank you 
all.) 

-Reagan Matthews, Senior 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1ST 

ISAIAH 9:6 

 

“ For us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace.” 

This makes me think of the birth of my only child.  
After years of trying unsuccessfully to have a child, it 
truly felt as if he was a gift given to us by God.  It also 

reminds me that although my son is a gift from God, he is a 
human being and not the son of God.   Although it is natural 
for us to want our kids to excel, our children are not perfect, 
they are flawed just like us and we shouldn’t put too much 
pressure on them.   I don’t think God wants our kids to be 
overly burdened, he sent Jesus to accept these pressures so 
we could be free to be humans, blessings, faults and all. 

-Jamie Hicks, Youth Leader 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 
2ND 

ISAIAH 11:1-3 

 

“A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a 
branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the 

Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 

spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His 
delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.” 

A lot of times especially these days, people often tend 
to judge someone or something immediately just 
based on things they can see or hear on the surface. 

We are taught all the time to not determine someone based 
on what we can only see or hear, and I stand by that. Jesse is 
like a breath of fresh air. Through the Spirit of the Lord she 
will use the wisdom and power given to her in order to go 
against the judgment.  

I believe you should always be the better person, just like 
Jesse standing up and giving people a sense of hope. It’s 
letting the people know that change can occur just by one 
persons actions against unjustly behavior. I think these words 
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are expressing the importance of being open to everyone and 
everything. You don’t know their story and they don’t know 
yours, so just be kind to each other. Who knows maybe one 
day they’ll be part of your story. Who in your life can you 
think of that you had to dig deeper beyond what you see and 
hear to find real value or friendship. 

-Christine Rinker, Sophomore
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3RD 

ISAIAH 9:6 

 

“ His authority shall grow continually, and there shall 
be endless peace for the throne of David and his 

kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice 
and with righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do 

this.” 

This passage foretells the coming of the Messiah.   It 
shows me that in Christ we experience peace and that 
this peace is endless.  The peace that Christ brings is a 

peace that passes all understanding.   It is a peace that 
assures us that we are loved and cared for and reminds us 
that we are a part of a greater community.   It shows that 
Jesus came to bring justice.   I know that God’s justice might 
be considered different from how we know justice.   God’s 
justice means that no one ever is in need.   Everyone has 
what they need: food, clothes, a home.   It’s not about what 
we want, but what we need.   This passage tells me that as 
one who follows Christ, I am called to work for justice for 
God’s people, because that is what it is to be a disciple.  How 
are you experiencing peace this Advent?   How are you 
working for justice?  

-Allison Mayo-Moyle, Senior 
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4TH 

ISAIAH 40:1-5 

 

“ Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak 
tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her 

hard service has been completed, that her sin has been 
paid for, that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
double for all her sins. A voice of one calling: “In the 

wilderness prepare the way for the LORD ; make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every 
valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill 

made low; the rough ground shall become level, the 
rugged places a plain. And the glory of the LORD will 
be revealed, and all people will see it together. For the 

mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

To me, Isaiah 40:1-5 reminds me of the comfort my 
great grandmother used to receive from her daily 
devotional. The passage says “2 Speak tenderly to 

Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service has been 
completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has 
received from the LORD’s hand double for all of her sins.”  

This reminds me of how when her life was filled with 
struggle, she would turn to the Lord in even the darkest of 
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times. She wouldn’t turn to a modern gadget that most of us 
do, she turned to her devotional book and to her bible. I feel 
like with today’s modern objects we forget to pause, we 
forget to take a breath, we forget that God is always there. 
He is there to lend a hand when we feel alone. But we have 
to remember that we are never truly alone, that God is 
always there for us. So, in saying that when do you forget to 
take a pause? And when do you forget that the Lord is always 
with us? 

-Marisa Wilks, Senior 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5TH 

LUKE 1:26-27 

 

“ In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God 
to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 

house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The 

Lord is with you.” 

I feel The Lord is with me and I am highly favored because 
there was a higher reason I was placed in adoption.   My 
birth mother made one of the ultimate sacrifices by 

placing me up for adoption and wanting a better life for me 
than she could provide.   God brought me to my forever 
family and them to me. I believe I continue to be blessed 
each day with all the opportunities that are given to me. So 
many more opportunities than if I had stayed in Guatemala. I 
think I continue to be favored and blessed with my family 
and all the love they give me. I can’t imagine my life any 
differently and thank God for blessing me with such a 
favored life.  The Lord is truly with me. 

-Jaylyn Masura, Junior 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH 

LUKE 1:28-29 

 

“And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! 
The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by 

his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be.” 

I am trying to imagine how Mary must have felt, I feel like 
perplexed is probably a decent description at the very 
least. Now I haven't had an angel come to me and say 

something along the lines of "Hey, God's favorite person! God 
is with you," but I can imagine it would be bizarre. I 
definitely wouldn't know how to react to that. And this is 
what the angel started with, he goes on to say more.  

Mary must have been so confused and frankly scared. She did 
not know this angel, he greeted her in a really weird way, but 
there must have been some comfort in the greeting, because 
she kept listening. She was told SHE was the favored one, 
that the Lord was with HER.  

There is comfort in knowing that, because we know that God 
is with all of us and that we are loved by God. Now we aren't 
all about to get the news that we are going to have the Christ 
Child, but we are in a difficult time, we are waiting to see 
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what happens next, and we can find comfort in knowing that 
God is with us.  
How would you feel if God contacted you and called you 
“Favored one?”   How does that knowledge that God is with 
you get you through these days? 

-Allison Mayo-Moyle, Senior 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 7TH 

LUKE 1:30-33 

 

“ But the angel said to her, “do not be afraid, Mary, 
you have found favor with God. you will be with child 
and give birth to a son, and you are two give him the 

name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son 
of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 

throne of his father David, and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

I know church is about religion and that’s all we talk 
about, but I could never imagine seeing an angle in real 
life. Seeing an angel would be unreal. I would think that 

was dreaming. I wonder if Mary felt the same way. Maybe she 
rubbed her eyes to clear her vision a few times. What do you 
think you would do if you saw a real angel? 

-RJ Hicks, Freshman 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8TH 

LUKE 1:34-35 

 

“Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?”The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 

come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 

holy; he will be called Son of God.” 

 I feel that sometimes God challenges us as people by giving 
us challenges, that we don't always feel we deserve. 
Personally, I question why God puts me through some 
challenges when I don't necessarily feel I deserve them. Such 
as a rocky relationship or losing a close friend.  Even though 
it is hard I know that in the end these challenges and tests 
are to all bring me closer to God and help me grow as a 
person. 

-Amanda Vietor, Senior 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 
9TH 

LUKE 1:36-38 

 

“ And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for 
her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 

impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 

word.” Then the angel departed from her.” 

After trying to become pregnant for over 5 years, Jamie 
and I wondered if we were meant to be parents.  
Infertility is such a hard journey both physically and 

emotionally.   I can’t imagine the joy and disbelief Elizabeth 
felt knowing she was 6 months pregnant!   For nothing is 
impossible with God, that sounds like such a simple 
statement, but in the midst of our infertility journey  

I started to doubt that having our own child would happen.  
In August of 2005, Jamie and I both prayed that our second 
IFV procedure would give us the baby we were so desperate 
to love and raise.  Our prayer was answered not in our time, 
but in God’s time.   RJ was born just 7 months later.   Now 
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I’m pretty sure we didn’t wait as long as Elizabeth did, but 
those 5 years seemed forever.   

During this season of advent we may find ourselves doubting 
that nothing is impossible with God.   Especially if you are 
unable to travel or gather with loved ones.   Our family 
traditions may be put on hold due to circumstances beyond 
our control.   But even in the midst of these stressful, even 
uncomfortable times, we know we are not alone. God may 
answer our prayers or settle our uneasiness in His own time.  
Knowing nothing is impossible with God becomes the hope 
we need.   

The hope that we are reminded of as we anticipate the birth 
of Christ.   Hope that even a barren old woman may give 
birth.  Can you reflect on a time that you held on to the hope 
of Christ?  Is there something in your life that you need to be 
reminded that nothing is impossible with God?   My prayer 
for you is that these words will give you comfort and hope at 
just the right time, not only during advent, but in all the days 
to come.  God Bless you! 

-Sheri Hicks, Youth Leader
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10TH 

LUKE 1:39-45 

 

“ In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a 
Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the 

house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in 
her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
And why has this happened to me, that the mother of 

my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the 
sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped 

for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by 

the Lord.” 

In this scripture, you can see that joy is so important to this 
story.  You hear Elizabeth say that Mary and her child are 
blessed, and when the child in Elizabeth’s womb moves, 

she cries out in joy.   The reason I chose this scripture is 
because I saw the joy in it, and I think joy is one of the most 
important parts of Advent.  So every time you see something 
that brings joy, give thanks to God. 

-Julia Bussone, Freshmen 
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11TH 

LUKE 1:46-55 

 

“ And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my 
spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with 
favor on the lowliness of his servant.Surely, from now 
on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty 

One has done great things for me, and holy is his 
name. His mercy is for those who fear him from 

generation to generation. He has shown strength with 
his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of 
their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from 
their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the 

hungry with good things, and sent the rich away 
empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in 

remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he 
made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his 

descendants forever.”.” 

In this passage we can see that God love is unmeasurable 
for the people who love him back and he will always give 
a helping hand.  

As a teen I struggle with challenges a hardships of growing 
up, however I know if I trust God and show my love he will 
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be there for me. God is merciful, and even when i am going 
through a struggle a par t of me can breath knowing god has 
my back has my back when I have his. 

-Emma Elliot, Senior 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12TH 

MATTHEW 1:1-17 

 

“An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the 
son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was the 

father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and 
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and Judah 
the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the 
father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and 

Aram the father of Aminadab, and Aminadab the 
father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 

and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz 
the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of 

Jesse, and Jesse the father of King David. And David 
was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7 and 
Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the 
father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, and 

Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the 
father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and 
Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of 
Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah 
the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of 
Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, and Josiah the 

father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the 
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deportation to Babylon. And after the deportation to 
Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and 

Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the 
father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and 

Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of 
Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the 

father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and 
Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father 
of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband 
of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called the 

Messiah.” 

Have you ever tracked your family history? In 2013 I 
made a scrapbook of my family heritage, tracing my 
family tree back 8 generations. I remember how 

much fun I had creating this scrapbook with my mom, 
finding so many interesting articles on my ancestors and 
learning a little bit about their lives!  

One thing I discovered was that my Great-Great-Grandfather 
was a famous soccer (“football”) player in Scotland. I 
challenge you to track your genealogy by making your family 
tree. What interesting facts will you find about your 
ancestors? 

-Jaycee Harvath, Senior 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13TH 

MATTHEW 1:18-19 

 

“Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this 
way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 

Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to 
be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband 

Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose 
her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.” 

When I was younger, I was encountered with a 
difficult decision where I needed to choose which 
of my parents I wanted to live with as they were 

separated and lived a couple hours away from each other.   I 
was absolutely torn as I didn’t want to leave either of my 
parents disappointed in the decision as it greatly affected 
both.   

This provoked a great amount of thought into this decision as 
it’s not an easy one to make.  I was encountered with doubt, 
sadness, and anxiety just to name a few.   

I can imagine this is similar to how Joseph felt upon hearing 
the news that Mary was bearing a child through the Holy 
Spirit and thought of divorce because of how other people 
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would view the situation. Tell me about a time in your life 
when doubt was stronger than your faith?   

How were you able to let your faith prevail to overcome the 
doubt?  

How did you feel once this particular situation was over? 

-Steve Jenkins, Youth Leader 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 14TH 

MATTHEW 1:20-21 

 

“But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as 
your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the 

Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name 
him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 

When I read Matthew 1:20-21, I think of how God 
guides Joseph through this tough point in life, and 
how we should take these steps now in our lives. 

Even though the next steps in life are painful, trusting in the 
lord with all your heart the way of the lord will reveal itself. 
Like, could you imagine what would have happened to the 
story of Christ would be like if Joseph had divorced Mary? 

-Riley Matthews, Senior 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15TH 

MATTHEW 1:22-23 

 

“All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 
through the prophet:  “The virgin will be with child 
and will give birth to a son, and they will call him 

Immanuel” -which means, “God with us.” 

When things don’t go right in life like when they 
cancelled basketball due to Covid and online 
school and missing assignments, I feel like giving 

up and really alone.  In this story Immanuel means God with 
us.   So if God is with us, then why do I feel alone? I don’t 
know what it feels like to be with God.   But someday I hope 
to know.   Do you feel like God is with you?   What does this 
look like? 

-Nick Ciccione, Freshman 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 
16TH 

MATTHEW 1:24-25 

 

“When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but 
had no marital relations with her until she had borne 

a son; and he named him Jesus.” 

When I wake up from my sleep I am always groggy.  I 
stumble from my bed to brush my teeth, take a shower, and 
get ready for school.  I hardly remember any of it, let alone 
the dreams I had the night before.  Here you have Joseph 
remembering his dreams, and responding to them.  It must 
have been God because it would take God for me to 
remember my dreams.  Not only does he remember, but he 
takes on the responsibility of Mary, and her-and now his-
child.  I wonder if would respond if God spoke to me in 
dreams.  Have you ever heard the voice of God in your 
dreams? 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17TH 

LUKE 2:1-5 

 

“About that time Caesar Augustus ordered a census to 
be taken throughout the Empire. This was the first 

census when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
Everyone had to travel to his own ancestral hometown 
to be accounted for. So Joseph went from the Galilean 
town of Nazareth up to Bethlehem in Judah, David’s 

town, for the census. As a descendant of David, he had 
to go there. He went with Mary, his fiancée, who was 

pregnant.” 

When I read this passage I think about going home 
for the holidays. I picture people congregating for 
a meal and to share a night together. I also see 

people who are less fortunate gathering in prayer for a better 
next year. In this passage Joseph and Mary travel from the 
town of Nazareth to the town of Bethlehem to be counted in 
a census. Today I want you to ask yourself what the holidays 
mean to you. What does going home mean?  

-Lucas Demont, Freshmen 

Page 32



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18TH 

LUKE 2:6-7 

 

“While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn 

son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for them in 

the inn.” 

In this Scripture it was time for Jesus to come into the 
world. Everything was ready. However, sometimes we 
aren’t ready for what is about to happen in our lives. 

Either it’s time to start high school, or make a decision about 
which college to go to, or take a test, or maybe time to go to 
college or get married. When these things happen we often 
aren’t ready for the change. We aren’t ready for that time in 
our lives. We get scared, or anxious, and sometimes try to 
find a way to avoid these changes. When we feel like this we 
have to remember that we have people around us that we 
can count on to get us through it. And even more so, we can 
count on God to be with us through all of the scary and 
difficult times in our lives. 

-Jonas Huber, Junior 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19TH 

LUKE 2:8-9 

 

“ In that region there were shepherds living in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory 

of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified.” 

When the shepherds first saw the angels they were 
“terrified”. I experienced that same feeling for the first time 
when I really internalized the fact that I am going into 
college next year. I will no longer have my parents there 
24/7, I will have to pay for my own stuff, pay for cleaning 
clothes, and just take care of myself for real for the first time 
in my life. I hope college is going to go well, it’s a fresh start 
to meet new people and finally get a taste of the adult world. 
But, it’s also a time to discover myself, and really reach out to 
my interests. Have you ever had something new that you had 
to do and you knew it would be good in the long run, but 
scared you out of your wits in the moment? 

-Matthew Schultz, Senior 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20TH 

LUKE 2:10-12 

 

“But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see
—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger.” 

God’s greatest gift to us appeared as an infant. The 
smallest of gifts can bring about the largest of 
blessings. When I was younger, at every Christmas, all 

I would ask Santa was for a little present, and for all of the 
other presents to go to the little boys and girls who didn’t 
have any so they could be happy too. Thinking back on it, I 
realize that along with my “little present,” I received the 
great joy of knowing that other children were able to 
celebrate the holiday as well. (John 3:16) For God so loved 
the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. What 
small gift could you give to provide blessings in someone 
else’s life? 

-Jaycee Harvath, Senior 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 21ST 

LUKE 2:13-14 

 

“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  “Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 

those whom he favors.” 

This verse can relate to me because when I am 
around my friends, they make me feel the happiest. 
My friends show that I mean something to them 
and vise versa. They know what to say when I’m 
feeling sad to cheer me up. Always, they will be 

there to give me a smile when I don’t have one. Who is your 
company? Who will be there to praise you and make you feel 
loved when you feel doubts?  

-Shaylin Matthews,  Sophomore 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22ND 

LUKE 2:14-16 

 

“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 

which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger.” 

I always picture this whole scene playing out in the dark 
night. The Shepherds have worked a full day tending their 
flock. I imagine it happens as they are getting ready to call 

it quits, take off their sandals, and rest for the evening. Then 
out of nowhere, they hear exciting news about the birth of 
the Messiah. They run to see for themselves.   

When I read this passage, I think about what I would have 
done if I were a shepherd during this time. I would like to 
think that I would run to see for myself, just like the 
shepherds did. We are given the option in everyday life to run 
with haste to have a relationship with the Messiah. Knowing 
that brings me hope, and joy during the advent season, even 
though I may be ready to kick off my shoes, and head to bed. 
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What are some things in your life that you have run with 
haste to do? 

If you were a shepherd during that time, what would you 
have done? 

God, 
Thank you for the gift of your son. Thank you for shepherds 
who show us how to keep searching for a relationship with 
you. Please be with us through this advent season. Help us 
still find joy, and hope in a time where joy and hope seem to 
be lost. 

Amen. 

-Lesley Bonsky, Youth Leader 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 
23RD 

LUKE 2:13-14 

 

“When they saw this, they made known what had been 
told them about this child; and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart.” 

Mary knew that her son was going to do amazing 
things. She knew that he was going to be the savior 
and help out his people. And people nowadays 

question themselves and don’t fully believe that they have the 
power to make a change. People are scared that they won’t be 
successful or make the people in their life proud. But they 
need to understand your life will come out great with the 
help of amazing people around you. Has there ever been a 
moment where you knew you were going to do amazing 
things but didn’t quite know what it was? And if you knew 
how did it come to you? 

-Josh Rinker, Senior 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24TH 

LUKE 2:20 

 

“The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 

them.” 

The verse speaks to me that if you have faith and trust 
you will find your way. For example, when the 
shepherds spoke to the angel they could have ignored 

and gone on with their night. However, they had trust in 
what the angel said to them and went all the way to 
Bethlehem.  

When they arrive the found Mary and the newborn Jesus in 
the manger. If you have faith in yourself and others you will 
see a light at the end of the tunnel. You will realize that you 
are not alone and have others supporting you. I have the 
church community, my family and friends all here for me to 
help me. With faith, trust and community you are not alone 
and God will help you get through the rough times. 

Have you had a time you have had to trust and see? 

-Samantha Barlow, Freshmen
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25TH 

JOHN 1:1-5 

 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being 

through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being in him was life, 

and the life was the light of all people. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

I think that in these couple verses, I think about how much 
we can drift away from God because times are scary and 
we can only think of ourselves in the pandemic.  I feel 

like it will never end but I know that I can 't lose faith in Him 
because God's light always overcomes darkness.  We need to 
remember that in order to make things better, we need to 
take care of one another like we are supposed to as brothers 
and sisters.  We need to look toward God with every struggle 
that we have and pray for his light to shine through in any 
possible way. 

-Peyton Beals, Sophomore
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