
F ebruary 17 begins our Lenten Journey. Lent is a time to focus on the message of Jesus and to 
prepare our hearts for his death and resurrection. Often in Lent we give something up as a way of 

understanding sacrifice and in hopes of growing closer to Christ. As we enter our Lenten Season, I don’t 
know about you, but the thought of giving up one more thing is painful. This has been a year of giving 
up. We have learned what it is to sacrifice for the health and well being of all of God’s people. We have 
experienced the pain and disappointment of cancelled trips, holidays without loved ones, a year without 
worshipping in our sanctuary. It has been a hard year. This Lent, I want to encourage you, instead of 
adding to the depravity, to add something new to your life. 
 

Our Lenten theme this year is “At Christ’s Table.” We will explore some of times in Jesus’ life when he 
was at the table with others. We’ll look at how he used the table to welcome, to teach, to expand our 

thinking. I am excited about our Lenten Study: “At Christ’s Table.” I began to plan this study last summer. Gathering 
together for meals is a special and unique way of connecting. It’s intimate and holy. Some of Christ’s most powerful 
messages happened in the context of a meal. In my life, a meal is a gift—an act of hospitality, an expression of love. This 
study guide will include lessons of Jesus, reflections on scripture, recipes and stories and hopefully will be a source of 
spiritual encouragement for you throughout Lent.  
 

Throughout this season, I encourage you to focus on how we might expand Christ’s metaphorical table- a table where all 
are welcome, boundaries are dissolved, and love is made known. How might you live out Christ’s table by helping others, 
by finding creative ways to gather with people, or reaching out in new ways? Perhaps your “something new” will be to join 
a Lenten Study group and connect with people through zoom?  Maybe you’ll take advantage of a missions activity or join 
in a fellowship activity the church is offering. Maybe you’ll find a way on your own to connect with other people and 
extend love and grace? Whatever the case, let’s find ways to experience the love and grace of Christ’s welcome and 
message to us this Lent. 
 

I look forward to connecting with you. I hope to see you Ash Wednesday (see related article below). 
 
Blessings, 
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Ash Wednesday and Lent in a Box 

 

Ash Wednesday is February 17, 2021. Traditionally on 
Ash Wednesday, we would have an evening service with 
communion and the imposition of ashes. This year, as we 
continue to find ways to provide meaningful worship that 
is safe and accessible to all, we will be doing things a little 
differently. Beginning at 9 am there will be a short video 
devotion with music uploaded to the Orchard YouTube 
channel available for you to watch at your convenience. 
From noon until 7 pm in the circle drive, Pastor Amy will 
be distributing ash crosses on burlap fabric, pre-packaged 
communion elements, and Orchard’s Lent in a Box. She is 
hoping to see as many people as possible and have a 
time of prayer with each of you.  
 
Lent in a Box is a resource our staff is putting together 
filled with items and activities to make your Lent 
meaningful. Our Lenten Study book, “At Christ’s Table,” 
written by Pastor Amy, will be one of the items included 
in the box.  
 
Please wear a mask when you come through Orchard’s 
circle drive between noon and 7 pm on Ash Wednesday. 

2021 Lenten Study 
“At Christ’s Table”  

 

“At Christ’s Table” is a study written by Pastor Amy that 
looks at six different stories of Jesus, all of which happen 
in the context of a meal. The study consists of a scripture 
and reflection for each week of Lent. The study will be 
available beginning Ash Wednesday and distributed in our 
Lent in a Box.  
 

If you are in a small group, we encourage you to use this 
resource for your Lenten reading. If you’re not in a small 
group but would like to participate in a Lenten Study (all 
via Zoom), they are being offered: 
 

• Sunday nights from 6:30-7:30 pm, 2/21-3/28 
 led by Pastor Amy  

• Tuesday morning from 9:30-10:30 am, 2/16-3/23 
 led by Pastor Amy 

• Tuesday nights from 6:30-7:30 pm, 2/23-3/30  
 led by Pastor Nick  
 
Please contact the study leader to register for the class. 

mailto:amayomoyle@orchardumc.org
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February Missions Collection 
blessed to be a blessing 

As the Farmington Public Schools return to hybrid in-person school, teachers have 
significant needs for supplies. In an effort to keep everyone safe and the environment 
sanitary, each student will have to have their own supplies. Plus, there is a need for 
more general supplies as well. 
 

Mari Anne Wilcox is coordinating a Farmington Public School District effort called 
H.E.A.R.T. (Helping Educators Acquire Resources to Teach) to acquire these resources 
for all of the Farmington Schools. We will be supporting these efforts by collecting the 
items (see the list to the right) in the mission box found in the vestibule of the 
church.  

Leadership Team 

 

As we continue to do the work of transforming the 
world in 2021, we are offering this Anti-Racism 
challenge created by the General Commission on 
Religion and Race of the United Methodist Church.  
Every day in February there is something to do, to 
learn, to listen to, or ideas on how to make a 
difference. Together, let’s continue to live out our 
baptismal vows to resist evil in whatever forms it 
presents itself.  

 

 Expo Dry Erase 
Markers 

 Disinfecting wipes 

 Individual packages of 
tissues 

 Pencils 

 Self contained pencil 
sharpeners 

 Mechanical pencils 

 Crayons 

 Gallon-sized Ziplock 
bags 

 Basic calculators 

 T-30 scientific 
calculators 

 Colored pencils 

 Glue sticks 

 Rulers 

Supply List for 
February FPS 

Missions Collection 

NOTE: Check out this website—Bags in Bulk—to purchase many of these items in quantity. 

 

The Seeds Program 
Like a “Kingdom Assignment” for everyone! 

 

The Missions Committee would like to remind you of their new 

ministry: The Seeds Program. This program makes seed funds 

available for congregation members to start new local mission 

projects. Do you have a vision or an idea for a new local 

ministry/mission outreach program that will encourage 

vulnerable and marginalized persons and promote their well-

being? The Seeds Program can provide you grants (seed 

money) of up to $500. Please click here to learn more and to 

download the application. 

Anti-Racism Challenge 

Click on the calendar below to get a full size copy and to find 

a month’s worth of ideas as you accept the challenge.   

As 2021 begins, we continue stepping out in faith as we 
move forward with the five-year plan for ministry that is 
presented in our 2020-2025 Blueprint. On January 25, the 
Leadership Team, led by R.J. Bussone, met for the first 
time. Per the Blueprint, this team has the authority to set 
policy, approve and manage the budget, and coordinate 
the work of administration of ministry. It will function as a 
Board of Directors ensuring healthy functionality of the 
direction of ministry. Represented at this team meeting 
were the chairs of SPRC, Trustees, Finance, Generosity, 
Missions, Volunteer Engagement, Church Council, and the 
Lay Leader, in addition to our two pastors and Linda Hall. 
The three staff members have voice but not vote in this 
forum.  
 

During this initial meeting, the following items were 
presented: 

• Finance reported on the budget forecast for 2021, 
which includes a surplus in funds from 2020 that will 
help to meet needs in this upcoming year, including the 
planned retirement of the building mortgage. 

• An overview of the purpose of the Volunteer 
Engagement Team by Susan Marshall, chair. 

• New chair of Missions, Kelly Sheckell, is excited about 
the possibility of serving the NOAH Project once a 
month rather than twice a year, and eager to promote 
our grants program, The Seeds Program (see above), 
for new ways for the congregation to engage in 
missions.  

• Capital improvements by the Trustees include new 
lights in the church offices and in the Children’s 
Education hallway, new carpet in the main church 
office, and doing necessary updates on the parsonage.  

https://bagsinbulk.com/
https://www.orchardumc.org/missions
https://5215160f-8109-46aa-9234-172eb7c53b6c.filesusr.com/ugd/19c16f_1a1cfd23a03f40658b9f1ab03de05c2f.pdf
https://5215160f-8109-46aa-9234-172eb7c53b6c.filesusr.com/ugd/19c16f_572c3f9b584047bf816cdcebd08db287.pdf


C elebrate Super Bowl weekend with a super fun road 

rally scavenger hunt—fun for the whole family!  

• The hunt begins at 4 pm on Saturday, February 6.  

• Teams will receive their clues virtually and will begin 
at their own homes.  

• You will be directed to go to a few locations to 
complete tasks.  

• Everything is socially distanced and outside.  

• You will end the hunt at Orchard UMC (outside and 
socially distant), where prizes will be handed out. (An 
extra prize for the team that is decked out in the best 
Super Bowl attire!) 

 

There will be a food truck in our parking lot where you 

can pick up dinner to take home. Please sign up if 

interested and indicate if you would be interested in a 

food truck purchase. (You can also come and eat at the 

food truck without participating in the road rally.) 

Contact Kelly Sheckell with any questions. 

T his winter, as an Orchard UMC member & 200-hour 
Certified Yoga Teacher, I am excited to invite you to a 

weekend Zoom yoga series. Think of this as your 45-
minute Saturday morning retreat to reconnect mind, 
body, and spirit through guided yoga and breathwork. You 
are invited to sign up to join one class or as many as 
you'd like. Age 18+, all experience levels are welcome.  
 

This is a two-part series, with an invitation to   
|| r e s t o r e || & || r e v i v e ||. 
 

I. |restore| classes invite you to a gentle, slow-flow yoga 
practice, where you'll be guided by your breath to linger in 
poses, release tension, and find serenity in stillness. 
{Psalm 46:10} 
 

II. |revive| classes invite you to an empowering vinyasa 
practice, where you'll be guided by your breath to find 
your flow through a series of postures, rediscover your 
strength, & renew the unforced rhythms of grace. 
{Matthew 11:28} 
 

Visit the sign up form to learn more details. Email Maryssa 
Weir with questions. 

Winter Yoga Series 
|| restore & revive || 

Saturday mornings @ 10 am beginning February 6, via Zoom 

with Maryssa Weir 

Let's have some winter fun! 

Join us for a private, Orchard UMC snow tubing event! 
Only our group will be on the tubing hill. The entire 
family is welcome. 
 

Date: Tuesday, February 16 
Time: Arrive promptly at 3:45 pm.  
Cost: $13 per tuber; $5 entrance fee per car  
Location: Hawk Island Snow Tubing (Lansing) 

 

Details are in the sign up form. Contact Tracey Huber 
with any questions.  

We will gather around campfires in the courtyard for a 
time of hanging with our Orchard Friends. Plans are for 
a food truck, too! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4AAEA622AB9-super
mailto:kmsheckell@sbcglobal.net
https://forms.gle/ZeBBmD4pzYJB72Fc6
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3vmMZuNgW28yID_pvEflpSAGZYZqMKZLCWHIpfHIvep50ww/viewform
mailto:maryssa.weir@gmail.com
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4CA9A72EAAF8C43-orchard
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In the Know: Kid Min 
by Colleen Aben, Director of Children’s Ministries 

T hough distance may keep our hands from 
touching, our hearts can never be separated. 

While physically distanced, I feel so connected in spirit 
to my Orchard family. I am sure others can agree. 
 

It’s in the Bag 
 

You may know that Advent in a Bag was sent out with 
a book and supplies for a weekly advent activity. But 
did you know that the families at Orchard (birth–
6th grade) have received another bag of goodness? A 
team of us devised a “Winter Sanity” packet to help 
get through the tough months. The bag contained a 
bag of popcorn and a calendar to go along with 
activities for each week at the movies, a February 
bingo calendar, dice and a deck of cards with 
directions for various games. The documents are 
electronic and clickable through Google Docs and 
include a variety of interests – from cooking and 
physical moment to crafts and games. I know our 
family is enjoying it and I am hoping to hear other fun 
stories down the road. If you are a big kid and want to 
join the fun,  these files can be found on our webpage, 
Faith Formation. 
  

Prayer Partners 
 

In the Fall we also kicked off a prayer partner program 
which has been such a great blessing. Interested 
children could opt in to receive mail once a month 
from an adult prayer partner. It has helped build 
connections on a personal level and has been loved by 
both kids and adults. Not only has it helped build 
connections but helped many souls find peace and 
fulfillment. Michelle Bianco’s writes,  
 

My wish for my prayer buddy is that a bit of 
energy, positivity, possibility, and/or spirit of 
hope “tumble” out of the mail I send to him. 
It’s a “moment” sealed in the envelope that I 
enjoy thinking about and preparing. 

 

For adults who do not have young grandkids, it’s also 
been a great way to connect this age group. I know in 
our house, our prayer partners have felt like an 
extension of our family and we have even had some 
video chats for fun. 
 

Diane Runyan writes: 
  

What a privilege it has been for me to be a 
prayer partner with Eagan Aben.  It has been 
important for the children of our church to 
know that they are being thought of during 
this pandemic and time of uncertainty. It has 
been a wonderful experience being connected 
to Eagan and keeping in touch by sending 
cards, and of course, cookies!!!!  We have had 
two socially distanced visits and each time, 
Eagan's sweet smile and air hugs have helped 
me through the difficult days as well. I 
especially want him to know that God is with 
him always and will never leave him. This too, 
will pass. 

 

Prayer Partner smiles 

 
This February, the Senior High 
Youth will be doing a bottle and 
can drive!  
 

We are sure your garages are full 
of all those bottles from over the 
winter that you just haven't taken 
back, so why not donate them to 
the Senior High Youth? All funds 
from bottles deposited will go 
towards funding the Senior High 
mission trip, further lowering the 
costs that students pay out of pocket for the trip.  
 

If you are interested in supporting the youth, start 
collecting your bottles! Sunday, February 28, will be the 
day the youth can pick up the bottles and cans from your 
front porch, and take those to be deposited. If you are 
interested having returnables picked up on that 
February 28th date, please send an email to Pastor Nick 
Make sure to include your address in that email as well so 
we know where to pick up the bottles and cans. 
 

Thanks for supporting our youth! 

Every bottle counts! 

 

Bible Love Is in the Air! 
 

Love is in the air and so is my love of the Bible. Giving 

Bibles to our 3rd graders is such a great honor and we are 

going to continue this time honored tradition in a virtual 

way this year. If you have a 3rd-6th grade student who has 

not yet received a Bible from the church, please let me  

(Colleen Aben) know by February 1.  

On February 21st, these kids and their sponsors will enjoy a 

zoom Bible breakfast and then be honored in service.  

 

 

 

 

 

Our Bible Basics class with Karen Porter will be February 28

- March 7 on Sunday mornings at 9 am. You can help with 

prayers that the Bible will be a great guidebook to them as 

they grow in faith. 

Find us, like us, share with us, and share us with 
others on Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, and Instagram!  

Connect with us today! 

The Orchard Harvester is the newsletter 
of Orchard United Methodist Church 

Linda Hall, Editor 
 

Pastors 
Rev. Amy Mayo-Moyle, Lead Pastor  

Rev. Nicholas Bonsky, Associate Pastor 
 

Worship Services 
 Online @ 10 am—YouTube and Facebook 

mailto:colleenaben@orchardumc.org
https://www.orchardumc.org/faithformation
mailto:nicholasbonsky@orchardumc.org
mailto:colleenaben@orchardumc.org
mailto:lindahall@orchardumc.org
mailto:amayomoyle@orchardumc.org
mailto:nicholasbonsky@orchardumc.org


In the Life of Orchard 
Despite a pandemic, December 2020 and January 2021 were full of ministry, worship, and moments of joy! 

      In the life of Orchard, we believe in the power of prayer.  Join us in intercession, thanksgiving, celebration, and 

remembrance. Let us pray for these concerns from December 2020 and January 2021... 

Advent by Candlelight certainly looked different this year, but 
many women were blessed by the event, hosted by Shannon 
Maguire. The online worship had traditional elements—carols, 
special music, a skit, meaningful meditation, and even a video of 
the beloved Kristal Bells from a few years ago. Desserts were 
hand delivered by table hostesses and good conversations were 
had by all.  

Virtual Christmas Eve services 
were complete with a time of 
seeing friends with their lit candles 
as Silent Night was sung by the 
choir.  

Two nights of our Drive Thru Living Nativity were 
another blessing—to the congregation who helped to 
make the Nativity Story come alive and to those who 
drove through this candlelit journey. Special thanks to 
Suzanne Kosiba and Kristen Tesauro for their leadership 
in organizing, and to Carole Parker and Janice Mitchell 
for their help in costuming twice as many participants. 

Pub Theology, a men’s 
ministry led by Pastor 
Nick, started back up by 
Zoom in January. It meets 
on the 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays of each month. 
Contact Pastor Nick for 
the link.  

We Pray for… 
 

Rowena Adamowski and family 

Kristen Ahern's fiance, Michael 

Ross Arseneau’s father,  
 Ross Arseneau, Sr. 

Rev. Nick Bonsky’s grandmother,     
 and his uncle Frank Williams 

Robin Boeck 

Family and friends of Gene Bolton 

Brian Burns' brother, Roger Burns 

Minjung Byun and family 

Sandy Cagle’s cousin, Debbie Newberry 

Jan Cashman and family 

Chris Costello 

Barbara DeGrazia 

Jim Frye 

Tracey Hammaren’s colleague 

Health care teams 

Therese Hebert 

Sheri Hicks’ friends, Marcy McDonald 
 and Micah Curtis  

Hicks’ family friend, PJ Heger 

Lee and Karen Hienz and family 

Diane Holden's brother, Tom Hotopp 

Peggy Knuttila's aunt, Mary Hase 

Kohls’ friends, Lauren, Rick, Spencer, 
 and Maddi Ruiter 

Jodi Lloyd 

 

Bill and Maryalyce Lupher 

Ruth Lynn  

Rebecca Mann 

Marcia Mark’s friend, Rick Morgan 

Kim Marlinga 

Pastor Amy’s father, Jim Mayo  

Brian Mayer and family and friends 
 of Debbie Mayer 

Moneys’ son, Zach 

Betsy (Graham) Reichert's college 
 roommate’s mother, Linda 

Family and friends of Jennifer 
 Roode’s friend, Angel Reyes 

James Rowley's Aunt Emily, his cousin 
 Vycki, and her children 

Family and friends of Joanne 
 Rutherford 

Debbie and Bruce Sakach and family 

Tim, Carter, and Reese Salley and 
 family 

Angela Scarbrough’s friend, Mary, and her 
 mother’s friend, Melberta 

Kiirsti Sharp's father, David Whitten 

Sue Sohn 

Susan Stone and the family and friends 
 of Sarah Jordan Wilbanks 

Mary Ann and John Trenkle 

Rob Wilcox 

Wilcox family’s friend, Derek Day 

Loretta Zahn 

We Celebrate… 

The birth of Ruby del Pilar Parker, born 
on November 20, 2020, to Nicole and Drew 
Parker. Ruby’s grandparents are Carole and 
Thom Parker, and Pilar and Don Monta. 
 

We Remember… 

Jan Cashman’s brother, Raymond Rex 
 (November 24, 2020)  

Gene Bolton (November 25, 2020) 

Lee Hienz’ father, Bud (December 1, 2020) 

Minjung Byun’s grandmother  

 (December 2, 2020) 

Susan Stone’s aunt, Sarah Jordan 
 Wilbanks (December 10, 2020) 

Debbie Mayer (December 11, 2020) 

Joanne Rutherford (December 12, 2020) 

James Rowley’s uncle, Bob Rowley 
 (December 19, 2020) 

Rowena Adamowski’s mother, Diane 
 Abdallah (January 10, 2021) 

Michelle Salley (January 10, 2021) 

Bruce Sakach's sister, Patty Hattner 
 (January 21, 2021) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

W e are missing being in the sanctuary so very 
much. During Lent, we are opening our 

sanctuary for prayer on Thursdays, beginning on 
February 18. Here's how it works: Sign up here 
for a fifteen minute slot, as often as you would 
like. There are four slots for each fifteen minute 
time period from 9-11 am and 12-5 pm on 
Thursdays. Keep in mind there could be three 

other people in the sanctuary at the same time with 
you. Come to the church at the time for which you 
signed up. Wear a mask and use hand sanitizer 
before entering the sanctuary. Enter the sanctuary 
for your time of prayer. Choose a pew to sit in. There 
will be different prayers and opportunities available, 
if you'd like, or just sit and pray. Please remain 
physically distanced from others at that time.    

Praying 
in the 

 Sanctuary 
Thursdays in Lent 

mailto:nicholasbonsky@orchardumc.org
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