
I  am excited. I am excited because it’s felt, for many 
months, like there hasn’t been much for which to look 

forward. But, now that is changing. Thanks to your 
flexibility and willingness to go with the flow, we are 
continually finding new ways to do ministry in 
a safe way. Our Zoom classes are off and 
running, we had two different drive-in movie 
nights that were so much fun, we confirmed 
half of our confirmation class, spent a 
morning at Cass doing necessary mission 
work, youth groups have kicked off, the band 
is now able to sing together, and worship 
continues to bless us either online or in 
person.  
 

As we move forward, we are planning for a 
safe way to treat our kids for Halloween (see 
page 4), a virtual Night of 1,000 Blessings, two nights of 
our Drive Thru Living Nativity, and plans are in the 
works for both the high school mission trip and new this 
year a college-aged mission trip. These events and plans 
have the blessing and value of making ministry happen, 
but also give us a sense of normalcy. God is guiding us 
and I am so thankful. 
 

As we live into the fall, one more thing will be different 
this year. Our annual church conference will be a charge 
conference this year on November 8. This means that 
members of the church council will make up the 
membership for the conference. It will be a Zoom 
meeting, still led by our District Superintendent, Dr. 
Charles Boayue. We will be doing the normal work of the 
conference, as well as voting on the blueprint for 
ministry that has been in the works for the past year. 
This blueprint is a five year plan for ministry and can be 

viewed by going to the website at https://
www.orchardumc.org/blueprint. Please let me, or 
another member of the Blueprint team (Tim Aben, JoAnn 
Andrees, Jeannine Hales, Maddy Jenkins, Steve Kohl, 

James Rowley, and Pastor Nick), know of any 
feedback or questions you might have. 
 

As we look to the future and what God has in 
store, I know that some of you are wondering 
when we will return to indoor worship. This 
month we will be conducting a survey to get 
your feedback on when you personally will be 
ready to return to indoor worship. We will 
continue worship outside through October, 
and then using data from the survey and 
following our re-entry plan and parameters, 
the COVID Advisory team will determine if we 

are ready to begin worshipping indoors. Whenever we 
return to indoor worship, please be prepared for it to be 
different. Safety will continue to be our first priority and 
that will change things. But, God will guide us, God will 
fill us, God will bless us. 
 

As we continue to be the Church Christ has called us to 
be, even in the midst of pandemic, I covet your prayers 
for Orchard. As God blesses us, may we fulfill the call 
God has placed on us as a community of faith. May we 
find creative ways to transform the world by growing in 
faith, serving others, and sharing Jesus. 
 

Faithfully,  

Orchard Harvester 

October 2020 

Newsletter of Orchard United Methodist Church 

Transforming the world by growing in faith, serving others, and sharing Jesus.  

Continuing our Fall Sermon Series 

October 4  Luke 5:15-16  “Goodnight God” 
October 11  Matthew 23:11-12  “There are Many Ways to Say ‘I Love You’” 
October18 Matthew 18:18-20 “This is My Home” 

https://www.orchardumc.org/blueprint
https://www.orchardumc.org/blueprint
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    Spiritual Formation 

Sunday, October 4 is World Communion Sunday 
 

W e will be offering communion on Sunday, October 4, in three different ways. 
The communion service will be a part of both worship services on this 

Sunday—outdoor and online.  
 

 If you worship online, you can celebrate communion in your home with bread 
and juice of your choosing.  

 During outdoor worship, we will be using individually packaged elements that 
will be handed out as you arrive at worship. Communion will then be taken in 
our individual seats.  

 If you would like to receive communion, but would prefer not to come to 
outdoor worship, communion will be handed out at the front entrance from 12
-12:30 pm. Simply drive your car to the entrance and a pastor will give you 
the prepackaged elements with a blessing. 

 

beginning October 4, 2020 
 

Due to cooler temperatures, Sunday morning outdoor worship will be at 11 am 
beginning Sunday, October 4, 2020. This time will remain through the month. 

T he music and worship area is starting to buzz with activity again, and there are multiple ways 
to get involved! Feel free to contact me if you have interest in joining us. 

 

Chancel Choir is still submitting anthems electronically, although we have scheduled a few 
outdoor get-togethers just to see each other's faces and catch up on life together. We love to sing, 
but like most choirs, we love to talk! ;-) Really, choirs are often like a big family, and Orchard 
Chancel Choir is no exception.  
 

The Chancel Ringers are kicking their year off as well. We have a few spots left for interested 
ringers. Rehearsals will be in-person (but masks are required of course), our numbers will be 
limited, and our rehearsals kept short. Rehearsals are planned for specific Tuesday 
evenings @7PM. Please check the church calendar for those dates.  

 

The Praise Band has entered a new phase! With the addition of the video recording equipment in the sanctuary, 
we have begun some in-person recording with limited numbers of singers and instrumentalists, as well as a 
shortened rehearsal time. Hopefully you've been seeing our in-person recordings in the online services! 
 

"A Thousand Tongues to Sing" started 9/24 at 6:30 pm and is a Zoom 
study on important hymn writers. Materials will be distributed electronically 
and it's not too late to join. Each week is self-contained and does not require 
outside reading or "homework" unless you desire to dig deeper into the 
materials yourself. Let me know if you'd like to be added to the list! 
 

Lastly, look for me every other Tuesday (9/29, 10/13, 10/27) for Midweek 
Worship online as we explore music and worship in many different ways.  
 
Take care, and God bless! 
 
Jantz Black, Director of Music Ministries 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=lindahall840@orchardumc.org&ctz=America/New_York
mailto:jantzblack@orchardumc.org


Page 3 

South Oakland Shelter (SOS) 
Donations 

Orchard in Mission Missions 

Mission in the Pumpkin Patch 

he pumpkins have been ordered! The gorgeous “gourds” will arrive on Thursday, October 8. The 
pumpkin sales benefit our missions outreach so that we can provide ministry both locally and out into 

the world.  

• TRUCK UNLOADING – The pumpkins are scheduled to arrive on Thursday, October 8, around 3:30 pm. 
We’ll need many hands to get the pumpkins unloaded and onto the lawn to begin our sales. Remember 
to bring work gloves! 

• TEND THE PATCH – The pumpkin patch will officially open on Friday, October 9. The pumpkin patch will 
be open M-F, 1 pm to 8 pm and weekends from 10 am to 8 pm. Sign up for shifts through the Orchard 
website at www.orchardumc.org/forms and look for the Pumpkin Patch signup button. 

 
 COVID SAFETY INFORMATION—Extra precautions will be taken this year at the Pumpkin Patch. 

There will be a “sanitation station” set-up with hand sanitizer and masks should someone need 
one. There will also be a money box for people to drop their payments/donations into to reduce 
the amount of money and/or checks exchanged. 

 
For more information, contact Maddy Jenkins at mooremad21@gmail.com. 

 

This year, due to the pandemic, our participation in SOS will necessarily look and be different. While we will not be 

housing the homeless, and while the SOS team is still working out how we might assist, we know the one thing we 

can do is fill the missions box with needed items .  

Items SOS has asked for toiletries, diapers (sizes 4-6 most needed), and craft kits for kids 

ages 3-13. They are also seeking gently used (clean and no repairs needed) coats, boots, 

and rolling luggage.  

Gift Cards  There will be an offering box available to drop gift cards into—outside of the 

church office door during business hours (9 am to 1 pm on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 

Thursdays). You can also drop the gift cards into the offering box during a Sunday morning 

worship service, or mail them into the office. Gift cards that would be useful for a homeless 

individual or family in the amounts of $25 to $50 are always welcome and appreciated. 

(Suggestions: Walmart, Target, Meijer, Kohls, Kroger, etc.) 

    One More Time... 

Be Love Sweatshirt Orders 
Orders due by Tuesday, October 6 

 

W e’re now into cooler sweatshirt weather and people have asked if they could purchase a Be Love 

crewneck sweatshirt or a hoodie. The answer is “YES!” As long as we have an order large enough 

(a combined total in the two styles of 24 sweatshirts), we should be getting the shirts before outdoor 

worship services end. Prices remain the same—$20 for a crewneck sweatshirt and $25 for a hoodie. The 

order form is available online at www.orchardumc.org/forms. If you have any questions, call Linda at 

the church office, 248.416.2584, ext. 103. 

http://www.orchardumc.org/forms
mailto:mooremad21@gmail.com
http://www.orchardumc.org/forms
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Events 

Sunday Trick or Treating – COVID Style 
October 25 from 12:30 – 2:30 

 
Remember how after Christmas we’re invited to wear our jammies to worship? Well, this year, 
we’re inviting the children to wear their Halloween costumes to the outdoor, in-person worship 
service. What fun it will be to see our little friends dressed up! Following the worship service and 
until 2:30 that afternoon, there will be an opportunity to pick up a bag of goodies filled with 
treats (no tricks!) anytime from 12:30 to 2:30 pm.  
 
We invite you to drive through the circle drive, stop, and costumed staff and friends will deliver 
the treat bag to your vehicle.      Because we love you, we ask that you remain in your vehicle 
at all times for this trick or treating pickup.  

 
  

 
The Drive Thru Living Nativity is back this December! 

NOW is the time to get involved! 
 

A re you interested and available in helping with this well-needed message of hope to the church and community? We 
are casting the scenes right NOW. We are looking for family units (or those who are in the same social circle) that 

would be willing to be the actors/actresses for each of the specific scenes. 
 

Producing the Event  
 

In keeping with social distancing and safe health practices, the production side of this event will look very different than 
it did in the past. We are casting families NOW for scenes so we can conduct costume fittings, assigning, and dispersing 
them in OCTOBER while the weather is still warm enough to do so outdoors.  
 

The plan is that if you are cast in a scene, you will take your costume(s) home in October and dress at home for the 
event in December. At your scheduled time, you will come to the church and go directly to your spot, then leave the 
costume at the church when your shift is done.  
 

   There will be no activity inside the church this year. 
 

 
We will soon be recruiting for other volunteers for setting up the actual event as well. Right now, however, we are 
concentrating on casting the scenes and assigning/dispersing costumes. 
 

If you, your family and/or social circle are willing to help spread this message of hope, please contact Suzanne Kosiba or 
Kristen Tesauro. 

mailto:suzkosiba@yahoo.com
mailto:kristentesauro@orchardumc.org
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C risp mornings. Cinnamon donuts 
at cider mills. School beginning. 

Fall is in the air. Even if fall is not 
your favorite season, the seasons 
will change and only you can choose 
how to move through them. Life is a 
continuance of seasons, change after 
change, followed by another. Some 
are glorious while others mean 
stretching our faith to explore 
unchartered territory. The good 
news is that God is by our side to 
guide and comfort us each step of 

the way as we navigate a new normal this fall in Faith 
Formation.  
 

As you may know, Sunday School kickoff was on 
September 20. We have two programs available and I can 
help with any questions you might have. 
  

Nursery age 
 

Ms. Tracey terribly misses her favorite tiny faces. She is 
going to connect with kids to talk about our Sunday School 
lessons through stories and fingerplays. Stay tuned for 
details! 
  

Celebrate Wonder 
 
For K-5th grade, a new curriculum called Celebrate Wonder 
has been launched by Cokesbury. This new program seeks 
to “honor the spiritual life of children—their natural sense of 

awe, wonder, imagination, and curiosity—and help shape 
their growing faith.” Faith Family booklets have been mailed 
out and the Sunday morning newsletter* will contain 
information on the lesson. Each week, there will also be a 
video clip to help kids connect to the scripture and fun 
extension activities you can opt to do. You can use this 
curriculum in any way that fits with your schedule whether 
it be a weekend breakfast, dinner time—the sky is the limit!  
 

A few families would like to do Sunday school with others. I 
will pair up interested families so you can choose a time 
and system that works for you. I have made phone calls 
but have not heard back from everyone. Please let me 
know either way if you’d prefer to do your own faith 
formation or connect with others. 
 

5/6 Grades with Ms. Marianne 
 

Ms. Marianne is a gem and really connects well with our 
pre-teen age kids. She has volunteered to use her gifts to 
provide Sunday school to interested 5th and 6th grade kids 
in a bi-weekly Zoom meet. For curriculum, she’ll have some 
discussions about what they know and what they are 
interested in so they will have a stake in what material is 
covered. If you did not get the Zoom invite and would like 
to, please let me know.   
 

Colleen Aben , , Children’s Ministry Director 

 

*If you’re not on the email list for the Sunday morning newsletter 
for Children’s Ministries and would like to be, please let me know 
and I’ll sign you up! 

A s the new school year begins, so too did the Senior High Youth Group! On Sunday the 20th, 19 senior high 
youth gathered in the courtyard for much needed laughter, conversation, and fellowship. It was a great kick 

off to the youth year, and if it was a sign of things to come, this will certainly be a joy-filled group!  
 

To add to that excitement, as youth group came to a close for the night, I announced that the 2021 youth group 
will be heading to Ponce, Puerto Rico for their annual mission trip. This trip will be an exciting opportunity to be 
in a relationship with the people of Puerto Rico and will be an experience the teenagers will 
never forget. 
 

Because this trip will require us to fly to Puerto Rico, as well as rent vehicles once we arrive, 
fundraising will be an important component to keep the cost of the trip down. Be on the lookout 
for ways you can both spiritually and financially support the youth as they begin the work of 

making this trip a reality. Here is a large hint for how you can 
support them: Start stockpiling those pop bottles and cans, as 
bottle drives are in the near future! 
 

If you would like to hear more about this trip, and how you can 
help support our teenagers, please don't hesitate to reach out to 
me, or any of the youth for more details!  
 

Blessings, Pastor Nick 

Kids in the 4th, 5th, and 6th grades will meet with Kelly Sheckell outside in the 
courtyard for fresh air fun and laughter! If you’ve got a 4-5-6 grade student, 

bring them to the courtyard on Sunday, November 8, from 5:30-6:25. 

mailto:colleenaben@orchardumc.org
mailto:nicholasbonsky@orchardumc.org
mailto:kmsheckell@sbcglobal.net


 
In the life of Orchard, we believe in the power of prayer.  

Join us in intercession, thanksgiving, celebration, and remembrance.   
Let us pray... 

In the Life of Orchard 

We Pray for… 
 

Colleen Aben and her Uncle Rich 
 and Aunt Jan 
 

Cathy Albery’s friends, Kathy and Joe  
 Thatcher; and Jane Patera, her  
 children, Dominic and Angeli, and  
 her granddaughter, Ella 

Kevin Albery 

Margaret Blankinship's friend, 
 Bonnie Walker 

Pastor Nick, Lesley, and Eli Bonsky 

Teresa Bowers 

Ruth Buckwalter's sister, 
 Susanne Doolittle 

Bob Busser's mom, Janet Busser 

Ross Haight and his family 

Jeannine Hales' friend, Bridget 

Sharon and Dick Hurst’s  
 granddaughter, Hannah  
 Malerman, and her parents,  
 Melissa and Derek 

Peggy Knuttila and her family 

Kosibas’ family friends, the Mikhaeels  

Jodi Lloyd’s son-in-law, Zach Lewis, 
 and his family 

Cheryl Love's niece, 

 Donna Whitehouse 

Bill and Maryalyce Lupher 

Family and friends of  
 Marilyn Mansfield 

Carol, Michael, and Jaylyn Masura 

Debbie Mayer 

Pastor Amy's mother-in-law, 
 Marjean Moyle 

Linda Paulson's friend 

Pam Proctor's nephew, John Ord, 
 his wife Melissa, and their 
 daughter, Ellen 

Kim Rogers’ cousin, Nicole Rogers 

Angela Scarbrough's cousin Barbara,  
 her grandson, Preston Gould, and 
 their family 

Masha Sohn 

DyAnn St.Clair's brother,  
 Steve Schlasner 

Katie Stone-Frick’s mother-in-law, 
 Deb Frick 

Susan and Charley Stone’s nephew,  
 Jordan’s, friend, Ellie; and their 
 family friends, the Veighey family 

Mary Ann and John Trenkle 

Mary Ann Trenkle's cousin, Kimmy  
 George, and the family of her 
 friend, John Kern 

Barb Van Haren, her nephew Jason, 
 and her family 

Greg Widman's friend, Matt Perez's  
 mom 

Mari Anne Wilcox, her uncle,  
 Dave Welbaum, and family 
 
We Celebrate... 
 

The birth of Daisy Belle Wilks-
Scarbrough, born to Angela 
Scarbrough and Jack Wilks on August 
17, 2020. Daisy’s grandparents are 
Marlene and Larry Wilks. 
 

The birth of Owen Arlo Parker, born 
to Alyssa and Tom Parker on August 
29, 2020. Owen’s grandparents are 
Karen and Ross Arseneau. 

We Remember... 
 

Marilyn Mansfield (August 18) 
 

Former member, Dorothy (Dottie)  
 Vickland (August 26) 
 

Nancy Haight (August 27) 
 

Barb Van Haren’s brother, 
  Ken Flenner (August 30), 2020) 
 

Mari Anne Wilcox’ grandmother, 
 Donna Judd (September 3) 
 

Mary Lou White (September 11) 
 

Susan Marshall's uncle, Norman Blight 
 (September 17) 
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To submit a prayer request, send an 

email to prayer@orchardumc.org.  

If the request is urgent, please call 

the dedicated prayer line at 

248.702.6265. 

Five of our confirmands were confirmed on a beautiful 
Sunday morning, September 20, 2020.  

Congratulations to Julia, RJ, Tobias, Ben, and Aidan! 

Parking lot worship; JAM 
(7th-8th grades) at play; 

Mr. Jantz  

Some much needed 
grounds clearing at 

Cass. Making way for 
more tiny homes!  
This is Orchard’s 

 Tiny Home! 

mailto:prayer@orchardumc.org
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College Addresses & Care Packages 
 

With the unpredictability of COVID outbreaks and whether college students will remain on campus—if they’ve gone back 
at all—we are postponing our College Care Packages until February. In the meantime, if you do have a college student 
away at school, please provide a current address to Suzanne Reddy (suzannereddy@orchardumc.org). 
 

Save the Date 
 

A virtual “Night of 1,000 Blessings” is being planned for Sunday, 
December 6. Stay tuned for details and mark your calendars.   

Find more information about Orchard on our website.  

To see the online church events calendar, click here. 

Find us, like us, share with us, and share us with 

others on Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram! 

Connect us with today! 

mailto:suzannereddy@orchardumc.org
https://www.orchardumc.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=lindahall840@orchardumc.org&ctz=America/New_York

