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 Transforming the world by growing in faith, serving others, and sharing Jesus. 

9.8 

Books Over Lunch @ noon 

Music Ministry Welcome Back Banquet 

9.12 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

Missions Fair & Pickleball Play 

9.13 

Tai Chi—Beginners Welcome! @ 7 

9.14  

2022 Auction Planning Meeting @ 7 

9.15 

Praise Band/Choir Rehearsals resume 

9.16 

Chancel Ringers Rehearsal @ 7  

9.19 

Youth Group Starts 

9.21 

Book Study w/Pastor Paul @ 9:30 

Current Events @ 7 

9.25 

OOPS Golf Outing @ 1 

9.29-11.3 

Wednesday Nights Together @ 5:30 

10.8-10.31 

Pumpkin Patch 

10.15-10.17 

Men’s Retreat 

10.23 

Trucks, Treats, and Tales @ 2 

11.21 

Night of 1,000 Blessings @ 5 

12.3 

Cookies & Ornament Exchange @ 10 

12.4 

Breakfast with Santa 

Santa’s Workshop 

12.7 

Advent by Candlelight 

12.12 

Christmas Cantata 

12.18 

Community Christmas Event 

12.24 

Services @ 5, 8, and 10 

12.26 

PJs, Presents, & Pancakes 

 MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
We’re getting ready to go “Back to Church” with lots of activities and events. Here are some highlighted dates of future 

planning.* Take a look and get ready to start transforming the world by growing in faith, serving others, and sharing Jesus! 

Click here to see the Orchard online calendar 

Hello friends, 
 

Baptism by Fire! 
 

It’s been a little over a month since Jennifer and I 
arrived here in Farmington Hills. In that time, like many 
of you, we’ve weathered three terrible storms. We lost 
power twice in one week, had two trees fall behind the 
parsonage, and a downed main power line that started a 
fire! Our Director of Children’s Ministries, Colleen, said, 
“It’s a baptism by fire!” I’ll take it because baptism is a 
great metaphor—it’s a sign of new life and the welcome 
into God’s family! Overall, I’m thankful that no one has 
been hurt, we’ve been able to worship together on 
Sundays, and we’ve received much kindness and 
hospitality from everyone at Orchard. 
 

Create in me… 
 

You’re probably familiar with the phrase “their heart just 
wasn’t in it.” We say that when someone performs an 
action but didn’t have the accompanying passion. Clearly 
the phrase isn’t referring to someone’s cardiac rhythm. 
In Jewish tradition (the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament) 
the heart is the seat of all emotions and wisdom. 
Scripture says that David was “a man after [The Lord’s] 
own heart.” So, through the month of August, Pastor 

Nick and I will be sharing a sermon series on the heart 
of David. Check inside to read Pastor Nick’s thoughts on 
this sermon series, “Create in Me…”  
 

While most people are familiar with the story of David 
slaying a giant, his character and life are as complex as 
anyone else’s. As we navigate through David’s highs and 
lows, our goal is to be inspired to live into the best 
versions of ourselves while learning important lessons 
through the difficult moments of our lives. We might 
even sing a familiar song sometime through the series 
as well. 

 

Connecting together 
 

As Jennifer and I familiarize 
ourselves with the area and get  
to know all of you, feel free to 
share your favorite recreation 
spots, restaurants, and services.  
If we haven’t had a chance to 
meet at one of the get-togethers 
or services, please be sure to say  
“hi” on Sunday or drop me a line 
to grab a cup of coffee. 
 

Grace and peace!  Pastor Paul 

Get Together with LAF (Life After Fifty) 

group at the Youngs. Photo credit Donna 

Young. 

*All scheduled events will be subject to any COVID restrictions/policies that might be in place to ensure the safety of all participants. 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=lindahall840@orchardumc.org&ctz=America/New_York
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Here’s another opportunity to get together and meet Pastor Paul and Jennifer 

Hahm. On August 13 from 7-9 pm, Edwin and Margie Tatem will be hosting 

an Appetizer and Dessert Potluck*. RSVP by clicking on the link; their 

address will be sent to you when you submit the RSVP.  

*Please check the invitation for dietary restrictions.  

Get Together to Meet Pastor Paul and Jennifer 

 

Growing in Faith 

W hen you hear the word create what do you think? For some, imagery of a blank canvas to be 
painted full of vibrant colors comes to mind. Maybe for others, when you think of creation you 

think of crafting a story or a novel full of mystery, adventure, and twists and turns to keep the reader 
guessing. “Create” can have various meanings and it doesn’t always mean the same thing to 
everyone. Often our thoughts on creation are very different. When I hear the word “create” I think of 
home renovations and all of the tools that go along with that renovation. 
 

I love to build things. When I moved into Farmington Hills 15 years ago, my wife and I chose a house 
to make our own. We had dreams of renovating every room in the home, and over the years, we have 
made those dreams a reality. Yet, to create a new vision in our house, I needed tools. To make way 

for the new, the old had to be removed and required the use of all kinds of specialty tools like hammers, crowbars, 
reciprocating saws, and so much more. Cabinets, floors, plaster walls, bathtubs, and anything that wasn’t the studs 
would need to be removed by those tools to create something new and something unique. 
 

In August, we are beginning a new sermon series titled “Create in me…”. As a church, we will explore essential lessons 
we can learn from one of the most famous biblical kings, David. David certainly liked to do things his way and often 
struggled to make room for God. What happens when he gives God space to create? Amazing things! How might you be 
struggling to make room for God to begin a new thing in you? Join us in August as together we gather our tools to invite 
God to “create in me…”  

Create in Me… 
by Rev. Nick Bonsky 

Trustees Corner 
 

O rchard received some serious 
flooding during the first of many 

rainfalls this summer. The north 
parking lot was flooded and the water 
made its way into the doors of the 
kitchen and into the two sets of glass 
double doors on the lower level. The 
MAC/gym was covered in water, but 
the floor is fine and the custodians will 
be able to strip and wax it. The drywall 
in the north end of the lower level was 
removed due to mold and mildew. The 
base molding in two areas of the 
hallway needs to be replaced. We have 
found the workers to do the repairs and 
it is being completed now. Our 
insurance will cover $10,000 of our 
repairs. God is good!  
 

Hope you are well and recovering from 
this incredible summer weather! 
 

Love and Blessings, 
Barbara DeGrazia 
Trustee Chair  

  

Football. 

A sport that is beloved by many.  

Almost as beloved 

as Fantasy Football. 
 

This year, Orchard invites you to 
participate in our first Fantasy Football 
league. Winner of the league will decide 
what area of missions the prize money 
will benefit. For a $10 buy-in, you can 
compete for bragging rights of your 
football acumen, and at the end of the 
season maybe you can claim victory!  

Online draft will take place on  
Thursday, August 26 at 7:30 pm.  

Contact Pastor Nick to get all the details!  

https://form.jotform.com/212014211070129
mailto:nicholasbonsky@orchardumc.org


Cass Picnic 
Wednesday, August 18  

 

Wednesday, August 18, from 9:30 am-1:30 pm is the Cass Picnic. Orchard has a long tradition of hosting guests from 
Cass Community Social Services for a picnic lunch and a rousing game of BINGO.  
  

Here are several volunteer opportunities to get involved with this special event. On Tuesday, August 17 you can shop 
for food supplies and drop them off at church. Or you can come between 7-8 pm and help set the tables and add some 
decorations. On Wednesday, August 18, you can arrive at 9:30 am and help with the cooking and arranging the food 
to be served by our middle school youth. Or, you can arrive at noon and assist with (or supervise) the clean up and 
dishes. Of course, all volunteers are welcome to come in the morning and stay the entire time. Thanks for helping us 
demonstrate hospitality to those near to us. You can drop by the Welcome Desk on a Sunday to volunteer or you can 
contact Jeannine Hales. 
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Calling all incoming 7-9th graders! 
Middle School Missions Week is August 16-20 

 

M iddle School Missions Week (aka F.R.O.G. Week) is a high-energy week with days 
filled with incoming 7th-9th graders performing local service projects and 

participating in exciting activities—plus a fun day at the waterpark! On Wednesday, 
August 18, they will be helping to serve at the Cass Picnic. The goal of this week is to 
embrace God’s grace, come together in fellowship, and have FUN! Here’s the link to 
this exciting week of middle school missions—deadline to sign up is August 9. Contact 
Pastor Nick with any questions or for more information.  

Kicking Off the Fall with a Missions Fair and Some Pickleball Play!
Sunday, September 12 after the second service 

O n Sunday, September 12, right after the second service, 
come on down to the courtyard to eat some good food, 

hang out with friends, play pickleball, watch pickleball, and 
bring the kids to jump around in the bounce house! All this 
and you get to learn about what’s been going on with our 
favorite charities and help to raise money for these 
awesome organizations. 
  

Good Food  Lunch will be available for purchase from a 
food truck in the parking lot. The Hall family’s famous stand 
—The Main Squeeze—will be serving lemonade. 
 

Favorite Charities  Several of Orchard's favorite charities 
– local agencies we support through our ongoing mission 
efforts - are setting up tables in the courtyard. Visit their 
tables and find out how they serve others 
in our area and how you can be involved 
in serving others with them.  
 

Play Pickleball  We’re planning on 
having pickleball fun for all to participate 
in - either by playing or by watching and 
cheering on your favorite team! There 
will even be trophies for the most spirited 
team, the best dressed team (think 
pickle theme), and for the team that 
raises the most money in a “change 
war.” Here are the details: 

• Four pickleball courts will be set up in 
the MAC and outside in the parking 
lot.  

• By registering and making a donation 
you can play a game of pickleball.  

• No prior knowledge of the game is 
required. On registration, you will 

mark your level of play (beginner to pro) and we will 
place you on appropriate courts for your level. 

• There will be “pickle experts” at each court to help 
participants play and keep score. 

• The games will be twenty minutes long. 

• You will be matched up with people to play and 
assigned a court and a time OR you can form your own 
team of four and we will assign you a court and time.  

• There will be a “change war" in which each team will be 
assigned a container and people watching can drop 
their change into their favorite team's container. 

• All monies raised go to the participating charities who 
are visiting us on this day. 

  
 

Please register  We need an idea of how 
many to plan for so the food truck can bring 
enough food and staff and so that we can 
make sure the pickleball games run 
efficiently. Use this link to register for just 
pickleball or just for the food truck – or 
register for both. Drop-ins are welcome, but 
registration immensely helps with an overall 
idea of how many will attend.  
 

Share the fun  Invite friends and neighbors 
to join you at church and to this event on 
September 12. As the saying goes, “The 
more, the merrier!” Contact Kelly Sheckell if 
you have any questions or want more 
information. 

 

Serving Others and Sharing Jesus 

mailto:jeanninehales@yahoo.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090444a8aa2ea1f85-middle
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090444a8aa2ea1f85-middle
mailto:nicholasbonsky@orchardumc.org
https://form.jotform.com/211955019548158
mailto:kmsheckell@sbcglobal.net
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Pastors  
Rev. Paul Hahm, Lead Pastor, ext. 101 

Rev. Nicholas Bonsky, Associate Pastor, ext. 102  

Office hours 
 

Mondays through Thursdays from 9 am-1 pm  
248.626.3620    www.orchardumc.org 

The Orchard Harvester is the newsletter of Orchard United Methodist Church.  
The deadline for the September 2021 Harvester is August 16, 2021. 

Send your articles to Linda Hall, Editor/Director of Communications 

We Pray for… 

Kristen Ahern’s partner, Michael 
Gibson 

Tricia Ahern’s sister, Linda Zimanski 

Cathy Albery’s friend, Guy Riddle 

Margaret Blankinship’s sister-in-law and 
brother, Terri and Mike Lane 

Teresa Bowers 

Sandra Cagle’s cousin, Debbie 
Newberry 

Jim Cogsdill’s sister-in-law and brother, 
Melody and Larry Cogsdill, and 
family 

Allison Kohl 

John Kusku as he travels to Toyko in 
August to compete for Team USA in 
Goalball 

The family of Marcia Mark’s uncle, 
Pat Moyna 

Suzanne Moser and Miriam 

Josh Rinker 

DyAnn St.Clair’s friend,                    
Jeff Shallington 

 

We Celebrate… 
 

The birth of Miriam Ivy Moser on July 10, 
2021, weighing in at 3lbs 5oz, 15 1/4 
inches. Her parents are Suzanne and 
Scott Moser. Miriam has two big brothers 
and two big sisters. Grandparents are 
Stephen and Martha Moser, and Fred 
and Karen Porter.   
 

The birth of Cooper Stanley Symanow 
born on July 27, 2021. He is the son of 
Abby and Benn Symanow and little 
brother to Jameson. His grandparents 
are Ross and Karen Arseneau, and 
Daniel Symanow. 

 

We Give Thanks… 
 

Thanks to my Orchard family for all of 
the cards, prayers, and emails as a 
result of my recent surgery. A special 
thank you to Mary Clark for her 
homemade soup and cookies and to 
Marcia Mark for providing transportation 
to Ann Arbor for a follow-up 
appointment.  

Teresa Bowers  
 

For my Kingdom Assignment, we baked 
goods to sell at Liggett Day Camp for 
UNICEF. With the help of Thom and 
Carole Parker, my sisters, Tom and Mary 
Clark, and my grandma, we raised $301. 
This was our “Plan C,” but all worked out 
in the end. Thanks!  

Josh Sonnenberg 

 

 

In the life of Orchard, we believe in the power of prayer. Join us in intercession, thanksgiving, 
celebration, and remembrance. Let us pray... 

 

In the Life of Orchard 

It’s so good to be back in the sanctuary 

to worship again.  

Find us, like us, share with us, and share 

us with others on Facebook, Twitter, and 

Instagram! 

 

Meeting Pastor Paul and Jennifer—who 

has a dog who licks people’s noses?  

Listening to 

good music 

and good 

preaching. 

Thanks, Sarah 

Hume and 

Pastor Paul! 

Worshiping  with our congregation 

outside the sanctuary walls. 

Blessing Josh Rinker as he heads off to 

boot camp with the Marines. 

mailto:paulhahm@orchardumc.org
mailto:nicholasbonsky@orchardumc.org
mailto:communications@orchardumc.org

